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Still Kicking

A surge of travelers are getting
their kicks during the Route 66
centennial.

By Jim McCarty, Samantha Bryant
and Claire Stevens
lllustrations by Dan Zettwoch

ON THE COVER
The Mother Road, which winds
from Chicago to Los Angeles,
takes in 178 miles of Texas.
lllustration by Dan Zettwoch
ABOVE

Mark Meyers with gentle friends
at Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue
outside San Angelo.

Photo by Anna Mazurek
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From Punch
Lines to
Peaceful
Paddocks

Kind hearts and tranquil acres
await donkeys in need of a
second chance.

By Jessica M. Ridge
Photos by Anna Mazurek
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CURRENTS

The Last Marine
Reaches Safety

JUAN JOSE VALDEZ of San Antonio was the final Marine to get out of Saigon
on April 30, 1975. He almost didn’t make it.

Master Gunnery Sgt. Valdez, who had helped evacuate thousands, was
thrown off balance and fell on the rear boarding ramp as the final helicopter
lifted off during the fall of the South Vietnamese capital.

“Ilooked at the back of the helicopter door, and I noticed two hands hang-
ing there,” said Staff Sgt. Mike Sullivan, already onboard. Valdez was grabbed

and pulled to safety.

Valdez later worked as a civilian employee on a Marine Corps base. He died
February 15 at his home in Tucson, Arizona. He was 88.

Contests and More

$500 RECIPE CONTEST ®

Mac and Cheese 3 "2
FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS @ ,ﬁ
In the Garden ERIEE
RECOMMENDED READING

Remember Route 66, the 1960s

TV series that featured the Mother
Road? One of our writers did in his May
2012 story Getting My TV Kicks on
‘Route 66.'
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Bullish on
Brahmans

Armel Keeran,
right, became
interested in Brahman
cattle as a child on her father's ranch.
After college she moved back to
the ranch and became a passionate
advocate for the humpbacked cattle.
Keeran, born 125 years ago this month
in San Antonio, on November 15, 1901,
became the first woman to raise the
breed and had the largest Brahman herd
in the U.S. at the time.

FINISH THIS

SENTENCE

It's not Thanksgiving
dinner without...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post. Include
your co-op and town.

Here are some responses to our
September prompt: When | was a kid ...

My brother and | would catch lightning
bugs and bring them in the house and let
them go in our rooms. It would drive our
mom crazy.

JUDY KAY KRANTZ
CECA
LAKE LEON

We played outside all day long, rode our
bikes and drank out of the water hose.

REBECCA BERRY
TAYLOR EC
ABILENE

| wanted to be an adult. Now, as an adult,
I really wish | could be a kid again.

ARZOLA YOSHIMI
VIA FACEBOOK

We didn't ask if it was safe. We just did it
and found out.

RUTH ORLOFF SCLAWY
HOUSTON COUNTY EC
ELKHART

Visit our website to
see more responses.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

JUAN JOSE VALDEZ: COURTESY U.S. MARINE CORPS. MAC AND CHEESE: AZURITA | DREAMSTIME.COM. ARMEL KEERAN: COURTESY TEXAS COASTAL BEND COLLECTION
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Old Favorites

As young’uns growing up in small-town
Mabank in the 1950s, my mother made
Peanut Butter, Crackers and Marshmal-
lows [TCP Kitchen, August 2026] for her
four young boys. My wife and I made
them for our children. As grandparents
of now-grown grandchildren, we made
them but had to give them a special
name—Pawpaw’s Favorite Treats.

Glenn Hyde
Trinity Valley EC
Mabank

Dining Defined
It’s About Time [August 2026] is tops. A
very informative, dawn-to-dark account.
It is common today in Texas to refer to
the evening meal as dinner. But just like
in Andy Adams’ book The Log of a Cowboy,
the Panhandle cowboys and farmers I
know all call it supper. They call the noon
meal dinner.

Rob Lee Roark
Lighthouse EC
Wichita Falls
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list.”

BARBARA MACHA
COSERYV

Most Inspired

Thank you for Giant Footsteps [June
2026], the wonderful article on Miss
Opal Lee. It was one of your best—super
inspired.

Martha Sanchez
Magic Valley EC
McAllen

Monthly Motivation

I am deeply amazed and engaged by
your publication. It keeps me motivated
and provides invaluable information on
subjects I hold dear.

Your articles consistently inform me
about the beautiful geographical sites
across our state and offer wonderful
opportunities to learn about gardening,
healthy cooking and better eating habits.

Furthermore, the magazine helps me
discover ways to volunteer my time and
services within my community, fostering
a spirit of continuous learning.

Linda Gray
Farmers EC
Sachse

m WRITE TO US
letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric co-op
and town. Letters may be edited for

clarity and length.

O ® O ® ® Texas Co-op Power

HIGHLAND VILLAGE

TCP TALK

SEPTEMBER 2026 TCP Kitchen
“Itisrare that I don’t remove
a page or get ideas from the
recipes. The Sweet Potato
Walffles are on my to-make
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A surge of travelers are getting their
kicks for the 100th birthday of Route 66

STILL
KICKIN

BY JIM MCCARTY, SAMANTHA BRYANT AND CLAIRE STEVENS
ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAN ZETTWOCH

renda Hammit Bradley weaves between tables
at the MidPoint Cafe, coffeepot in hand, laugh-

ing and talking with diners and, when there’s a

language barrier, gesturing and pointing.
When she reaches his table, Juan José Sillas Blanco from
Spain, dressed in an AC/DC T-shirt, points at his 5-euro bill
and then the wall, and Bradley knows what he means. She

grabs tape and a stepladder so he can add it to the collection
of currency and license plates from around the world lining

the upper walls, creating a visual guest book.
For travelers making the journey down Route 66, the café

in Adrian, west of Amarillo, is a respite from the road and an

important mile-marker—1,139 miles, to be exact—halfway
between Chicago and Los Angeles. Across the Panhandle,
178 of those miles are in Texas.

“I could have 10 different countries in here at the same
time,” Bradley says. “I'm grateful for all the businessI get,
but most of it comes from overseas—and that’s a blast.”

Blue Miller from England browses the café’s gift shop.

6 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

She has traveled the entirety of Route 66 nine times but says
she’s “done thousands of shorter trips” and has written two
books about the Mother Road.

“In Europe, Route 66 is kind of an encapsulation of the
America that people grew up with—it’s the diners, it’s the
cars, it’s the small towns,” she said. “And everybody’s look-
ing for what they saw in the movies.”

Scenes like this play out every day along the remains of the
most famous highway in the world. It originally traversed
eight states along 2,448 miles, stretching from downtown
Chicago to a pier at the Pacific Ocean in Santa Monica,
California. Its official name is Route 66, and it’s been busier
in 2026 than any year since it was decommissioned in 1985.

This year Route 66 fans from around the world have been
looking for new Kkicks as the celebrated road turns 100 years
old. Larger cities along the road, including Amarillo; Joliet,
Illinois; and Springfield, Missouri, hosted big celebrations
earlier in the year.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Springfield earned the honor of hosting the national kick-
off event through a competitive process but also due to its
status as the birthplace of Route 66. It was there in 1926 that
atelegram was sent by John Woodruff, a Missouri business-
man, to Washington, D.C., asking that the new road be
named Route 66 (he claimed it sounded catchier than the
alternative, Route 62). The idea for the road—officially com-
missioned November 11, 1926 —didn’t originate in Missouri,
butits iconic name did.

In anticipation of the centennial, communities all along
the route spruced up their landmarks, planned events, relit
neon and geared up for a major influx of visitors this year.

“I struggle to make a specific prediction, and part of that
is because it’s really hard to track specific routes,” says Rhys
Martin, president of the Oklahoma Route 66 Association, “but
Iwould be surprised if traffic didn’t double just because of

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

the attention and the people planning their trips.”

Gary Daggett, who manages the MidPoint gift shop and
is president of the Route 66 Association of Texas, has seen
abigincrease in traffic at the shop.

“T’d say at least three times the normal, and our numbers
are showing that in our guest book, sales, everything,” he
says. “We’ve been very busy so far this year.”

Daggett first traveled Route 66 when he was 20 and says
he wants to see the route preserved for future generations to
enjoy. He and his wife planned to make their 30th trip this
year, and he says they have friends who they now consider
family all along the route.

“It’s the people that make Route 66,” he says. “A lot of
people come to find that out. It’s one thing to see it, but once
you stop at little restaurants like this and the mom-and-pop
gift shops, you get to know the people.”

NOVEMBER 2026 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 7



While Missouri can claim its birthplace, an
Oklahoma man is known as the Father of
Route 66. Cyrus Avery, a Tulsa realtor who
owned a coal company, saw the need for a
roadway from the Midwest to the West,
connecting small towns and cities along
the way. Appointed to the Joint Board on
Interstate Highways in 1925, Avery managed to
steer the route south from Illinois through Missouri,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona
and California instead of a more northern route
through Las Vegas.

He also helped launch the U.S. Highway
66 Association in 1927 to encourage use
of the new roadway. In the beginning,
the route joined various existing state
roads, with many of them still gravel.
Besides paving the highway, the association’s leaders also
saw the need to encourage drivers to choose Route 66 over
other transcontinental routes.

One of the first efforts to popularize the road was an epic
footrace that followed Route 66 from its start in Santa
Monica to Chicago, then on to New York City. The distance
was 3,400 miles over just three months. It started with 275
runners, but 77 dropped out on the first day. Only 55 run-
ners finished the race, with 20-year-old Andy Payne from
Claremore, Oklahoma, the winner.

Through publicity like this, the nation learned of the new
route, and traffic grew exponentially. Truckers favored its
flat terrain, with elevations measured in hundreds of feet
instead of thousands crossing the Rocky Mountains.

In the 1930s it became the road of migration as the Great
Depression and the Dust Bowl displaced Midwesterners
who sought a new life in California.

Cars on the Route
Galena, Kansas, is
home to the inspiration
for Tow Mater from
Pixar's Cars movies.

8 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

Blue Whale

One of the most
famous Route 66
photo stops. It'sin
Catoosa, Oklahoma.

Don’'t Miss This!

Stop at these spots in each state.

ILLINOIS: Gemini Giant (Wilmington)

If you only stop once before leaving lllinois,
make it here. The 30-foot-tall Muffler Man is
one of Route 66's most iconic photo ops.

MISSOURI: Meramec Caverns (Stanton)
Aroad-trip classic since the 1930s. Billboards
and barn roof signs for this cavern once lined
the entire Mother Road, and the attraction still
feels like pure Americana.

KANSAS: Cars on the Route (Galena)
Kansas has only 13 miles of Route 66, but this
restored Kan-O-Tex gas station—home to the
truck that inspired Tow Mater in Cars—is its
standout.

OKLAHOMA: Blue Whale (Catoosa)

This 80-foot-long, smiling whale ina pond is
one of the road’s most beloved and quirky
landmarks.

NEW MEXICO: Blue Swallow Motel (Tucumcari)
See beautifully preserved rooms and get a true
1940s motor court experience. Even if you don't
stay, stop for the best neon on the entire route.

ARIZONA: Petrified Forest National Park
The only national park the Mother Road drives
straight through—where classic roadside
nostalgia meets staggering natural beauty.

CALIFORNIA: Roy's Motel & Café (Amboy)
A surreal desert time capsule with alegendary
Googie-style neon sign.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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When World War II gripped the nation, it
became a strategic route for moving men and
materials to support the war effort. This led to
amajor effort to rebuild the roadway for Fort
Leonard Wood, an Army base in Missouri.

The highway was no match for the heavy
trucks supplying the base, so a four-lane
“superhighway” was planned with a
deep cut near Devils Elbow that became
the deepest highway excavation in the
nation to date, and the four-lane,
divided highway was the first of its
kind. Ironically, it was completed
in September 1945, the same month
the war ended.

Other improvements included
areroute around a series of danger-
ous hairpin curves in western
Arizona dubbed the Sidewinder.
This 8-mile section has 191 curves
with no guardrails and 12% grades.

By the 1950s, Route 66 was the thru-
way for a nation in love with the automobile. Cabins, motels,
restaurants, roadhouses and all manner of highway kitsch
sprang up to lure motorists off the pavement.

The road came to represent everything Americans hold
near and dear: freedom, adventure, nostalgia and small-town
values. Those themes were shared in the 1960s TV series
Route 66, which helped fuel today’s nostalgia for the road.

Championed in songs such as Bobby Troup’s
(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66 and the Eagles’

Route 66 Start Sign

The starting point was at
Adams Street and Michigan
Avenue in Chicago until the
city declared it to be closer to
Lake Michigan this summer.

Gary's Gay Parita
Areplica of a 1930
Sinclair gas station
near Paris Springs,
Missouri.
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Wigwam Motel

This historic landmark
in San Bernardino,
California, features

19 individual 30-foot-
tall tipi-shaped concrete
and wood cabins.

Take It Easy, immortalized
by John Steinbeck’s The
Grapes of Wrath, and intro-
duced to a new generation
through Pixar’s Cars movies, the
Mother Road continues to fascinate those

who prefer life in the slow lane.

Folks like Dale and Lesley Finigan from Key West, Florida,
who got in their RV and picked up the road in St. Louis. They
stopped in Adrian for lunch.

“We both retired a couple of years ago, and it was on our
bucket list of things to do,” Dale says.

The road’s demise came when the interstate highway
system replaced it. Suddenly, small towns where Route 66
was the Main Street were bypassed, and many businesses
couldn’t survive as traffic moved away.

Mother Nature and the wrecking ball have taken their
toll, but if you know where to look, you can still find the
remains of the old route. Newer businesses, like the Devil’s
Rope Museum, have sprung from the ashes of those long-
gone oases.

Travelers from California, Pennsylvania, Germany and
Australia have signed the visitors log at the museum, which
resides in what used to be a brassiere factory in McClean,
east of Amarillo. Anita Day worked in the building when it
was a factory and now works the front desk of the museum
dedicated to barbed wire.

The museum’s exhibits explain the history and role of
barbed wire in conquering the West and include a collection
of barbed wire sculptures and plenty of Route 66 memora-
bilia, including old newspaper clippings, road and business
signs, and a re-creation of a classic café.

“When it opened, I thought “‘Who would want to go?’ ” Day
says. “Barbed wire is all you see along the highway. But here
itis35yearslater.” @

Find this story on our website QENO)
for a playlist of tunes that'll get $
you kicking no matter your route. A

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



SHAMROCK

One of the most iconic Mother Road
landmarks is the art deco Conoco Tower
Station and U-Drop Inn Cafe, near the
Oklahoma border. The unique geometric
design, topped with a four-sided obelisk
tower adorned with a metal tulip, was the
inspiration for Ramone's House of Body
Artin Pixar's 2006 Cars movie.

According to lore, the building started
as a dirt sketch drawn with a nail by owner
John Nunn and was later builtin 1936 for
$23,000. The structure was divided into
three parts: a gas station, retail space and
café, dubbed the U-Drop Inn by an 8-year-
old boy who won a naming contest.

Over the decades, the building was a
Greyhound station, then a barbecue joint
and now houses the chamber of com-
merce visitors center.

In 2002, the city embarked on a com-
prehensive restoration to return the
National Register of Historic Places-listed
building to its original glory with red and
green LED lighting that switches on from
dusk to sunrise. The café, revived in 2021
by local restaurateur Osbaldo De Leon,
serves homemade banana bread sundaes
and brisket smoked on-site.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

LONESTAR
LANDMARKS

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY ANNA MAZUREK

“The U-Drop Inn represents more
than a historic building,” says Crystal
Hermesmeyer, Shamrock chamber
director. "It's the front porch of
Shamrock.”

GROOM

In the early 1980s, Ralph Britten bought

a 75-foot-tall water tower from a refinery
for the truck stop he was building on
Interstate 40 in Groom. The tower spent
two years lying horizontal while construc-
tion was completed.

"Everybody was talking about how the
water tower blew over,” says Vince Britten,
Ralph’s youngest son, who helped paint
the tower with the words “Britten USA."

When the Tower Fuel Stop opened
and the tower stood upright, it stopped
attracting attention. Realizing the adver-
tising potential, Ralph decided to tilt the
tower, anchoring two legs to concrete
pillars attached to a buried beam to act
as a kickstand for stability. Then, he cut

off the other two legs to dangle in the air.
The newly created Leaning Tower of
Texas attracted curious customers.

While a 1988 fire destroyed the truck
stop, the tower remains and is repainted
regularly by the family.

Ralph wanted to be buried under the
water tower, which wasn't legal, so he
compromised on a grave monument with
a water tower in a local cemetery.

AMARILLO

Five spray-painted Volkswagen Beetles
buried nose-deep in the ground are a play
on Amarillo's Cadillac Ranch, created in
1974. These colorful cars were planted
near the town of Conway by Ricky Crutch-
field in the late 1990s to attract people to
his family's tourist stop.

After Crutchfield's death in 2022, the
future of Slug Bug Ranch was uncertain.
The property sold, and the cars were
moved off-site in 2023.

In 2024, the Big Texan Steak Ranch
bought and relocated the beloved bugs
adjacent to Starlight Ranch, an outdoor
entertainment venue in Amarillo. The new
Slug Bug Ranch, featuring paved walk-
ways, was unveiled June 14, 2024, during
Amarillo’s annual Texas Route 66 Festival.
While the collection of nine bugs is the star,
it also includes nine limousines, formerly
used to transport guests to the Big Texan.

The outdoor art installation is main-
tained by volunteers and is open 365
days a year. Of course, spray painting is
encouraged. @
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Kind hearts and tranquil San Angelo acres
await donkeys in need of a second chance

From Punch Lines
to Peaceftul Paddocks

BY JESSICA M. RIDGE « PHOTOS BY ANNA MAZUREK
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n a sunny West Texas afternoon, a 1-year-old
donkey with gray-brown fur nuzzles my thigh
and gently nips at my jeans.

“That’s how she says, ‘Come pet me please,” ” says Kim
Elger, chief operating officer at Peaceful Valley Donkey
Rescue—one of the world’s largest.

With a little help from Elger and general manager Jacob
Caniglia, Mexia stands upright, which might seem unre-
markable. But months earlier, a family in the Rio Grande
Valley contacted the rescue to surrender the foal, which
they’d found alone in the wild with hind legs made essen-
tially useless by a toxin or vitamin deficiency.

Bereft, Mexia tried for months to rejoin her donkey family,
which roamed just across the fenceline from where Mexia’s
human fosters cared for her. To donkeys, “family is every-
thing,” says Elger, a member of Concho Valley Electric
Cooperative.

Once she got to Peaceful Valley, Mexia walked with the help
of staff and a system of slings and straps until the rescue’s
chief veterinary tech had a game-changing idea. She custom-
ized a wheelchair intended for a Great Dane, adding bigger
wheels and extenders to increase its height. “It’s kind of a
Frankenstein-type situation,” Elger says.

The makeshift mobility aid enabled Mexia to rehabilitate
her leg muscles to the extent that she hardly needs the device
anymore, Caniglia says.

12 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

Stories as dramatic as Mexia’s are atypical of
most arrivals, he says. More often staff, which
includes ranch hands, trainers and vet techs, wel-
comes donkeys to the facility outside San Angelo
in a state of general ill health. The 172-acre ranch—
PVDR’s flagship facility and home to an average
0f 1,000 donkeys—serves as a stopover haven for
abused, abandoned and neglected domestic don-
keys. Once rescues are friendly toward humans and
meet socialization milestones, including lifting
each foot for a farrier, they graduate to one of
Peaceful Valley’s adoption centers across the U.S.
or find respite in sanctuaries in Louisiana, Okla-
homa and Texas.

Patron saint of the punch line, donkeys get a
second chance at Peaceful Valley—a reprieve from
toiling under the burden of human misapprehen-
sions and ignorance. “You've been told all your life that don-
keys are stubborn,” Elger says. “You call someone a jackass
when they mess up—they’re always the butt of the joke.” It’s
a casual bit of cruelty and caricature the rescue works to
dispel and amend.

Outcomes ordained by a lack of research (“donkeys are the
forgotten equine,” Elger says), conflation of donkey and
horse care techniques, and ignorance of the animals’ deep
need for socialization and bonding converge at PVDR’s
intake facility, where arrivals receive vaccines, deworming,
hoof trimming and a test for infectious equine anemia.

“They all come in needing something from us,” Elger
says. “There’s no shortage of mistreated, abused or just
neglected donkeys.”

Peaceful Valley’s off-site sanctuaries, which operate akin
to grazing leases, each provide homes for 20-150 donkeys.
That’s also where the nonprofit rehomes burros (wild donkeys)
from federal lands, where populations are closely managed.

“In the national parks, they’re not protected,” Caniglia
says. “So we’re their best bet. And so we take them out of
that wide-open space—freedom—and we bring them here.
And then we turn them out onto another wide-open space.
That is meaningful to me.”

Irrespective of a donkey’s trajectory toward adoption or
sanctuary, a baseline metric applies. “It’s important that
their first interaction at this facility, and then from every

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



oppoOsITE Donkeys in need

of care get loving attention

and 172 acres of ranchland at
Peaceful Valley Donkey Rescue.

interaction on, is one of

kindness,” Elger says.
That ethos is evident

to visitors who tour the

rescue, alighting from golf

carts at various enclosures

Top Mark Meyers, nuzzling with
Calamity, started the rescue
with his wife, Amy, as a backyard

hobby more than 20 years ago. and bays that dot the
ABOVE Misa rests in the nursery. sprawling former dairy.
Unfamiliar humans are

regarded cautiously and
quietly while tour guides introduce individual donkeys and
share some of their idiosyncrasies, medical challenges and
backstories. My guide recognizes one resident by his bray
before we even pull up to greet him.
Several donkeys indulge my attempts to pet them, includ-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

ing Shasta, who basks beneath a tree that shades her pen.

I also meet Casey, who was found running loose in a Kaufman
County neighborhood in North Texas with a rope around his
neck and a painfully damaged, unsalvageable hoof.

Despite that ordeal, Casey swiftly allowed PVDR staff to
help him. “Usually it takes them a while, donkeys that are
new to us and intake, to trust us and see what we’re all about,”
Elger says. As soon as Casey arrived, he jumped into a trailer
and allowed a farrier he’d never seen to lift and examine his
injured leg and hoof, Caniglia says.

“Equine amputations are not typically a thing that you’re
going to do,” Elger says. “But Casey, like Mexia, was such a
sweetheart. He had such a will to live.” After a two-month
postoperative stint at a veterinary clinic and a few more
weeks to heal and adjust, Casey scratched his ear with his
new prosthetic, affirming his adaptation.

Casey and Mexia’s sweetness and grit aren’t uncommon
among donkeys. Just widely unsung. And awe-inspiring.

“These animals are not what we’ve made them out to be,”
Elger says. “I had no idea that donkeys were so loyal. I had
no idea that they were so social. I had no idea that they were
so resilient.

“To be able to go from some of these situations that they
come out of, where you would never blame them for not
ever trusting a single even human-shaped object ever again,
and they can bring themselves to a place where they open
themselves up, and they can develop trust again ... that they
can make that choice.”

Maybe that impulse is rooted in resilience. Or maybe it’s
a bit of grace donkeys extend to us, again and again. @
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Beachcombing at home.

Texas Co-op Power presents anillustrated Seashells of Texas poster
by artist Aletha St. Romain, 20x16 inches, suitable for framing. <

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com for only $20 (price includes tax,
shipping and handling).

Bonus offer: Get two posters shipped to the same address for just $30.

QiYA0)
@Juh

Texas GeopPower

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

From the publishers of
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FINALLY ... LIFE INSURANCE YOU CAN AFFORD

DETAILS

BUY $100,000 LIFE INSURANCE

FREE INFORMATION

\ . 7460
& Globe Life

XA One Hundred Thousand Dollars $100,000.00
MONTHLY RATES AS LOW AS: EASY TO BUY
ADULTS: $349  NO MEDICAL EXAM - SIMPLE APPLICATION EERAE  coanTo
CHILDREN AND NO WAITING PERIOD VISIT US
GRANDCHILDREN: $2.147  BUY DIRECT E:nAs  ONUINE

SCAN QR CODE FOR A FREE QUOTE

For Inmediate Service Call 1-855-766-4181 Or Visit ForGlobeLife.com

$100,000 Adult Life Insurance

*Rate schedule is based on your current age and is
guaranteed for the life of the policy.

*Monthly rates as low as $3.49.

» Coverage is also available for your spouse and other family
members.

*Benefits will NEVER be canceled or reduced for the life of

the policy if premiums are paid on time.
Policy Form #SRTCV/SRTCV RI3 or RI7, or #SRTCVIOMA in MA

(Offer may vary, $100,000 coverage not available in all states.)

CHOOSE $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 OR UP TO $100,000 COVERAGE

$30,000 Children’s Life Insurance

* Rates are based on your children’s or grandchildren’s present
age and never increase for any reason.

* Monthly rates as low as $2.17.

* Benefits will NEVER be reduced or canceled if premiums are
paid on time.

* Give your children a financial head start right now. Your policy
builds CASH VALUE for your family’s needs.

Policy Form #GWL2001 or GWLAQOI
PERSONAL OFFER CODE:

XCCX1APJ

PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST

$5 Gold American
Eagles at COST! It's
that simple. These

CALL TODAY:

(346) 445-6656

"Gold is money.
Everything else

is credit."”
- J.P. Morgan

Government issued

coins are the =TT, 2
easiest and safest / N 4 9 :
£ A AT ——— If you are buying as an
way to protect your ) e | per coin 5 .
money and your 4 | VaultCode: .mveStment’ a'glft’ or
family! A 5 minute TXX2611 just safeqguarding your
call can change cash, this is the perfect
everything. 24 HOUR PHONE LINE way to do so! We are
DON'T WAIT!

Portfolio Diversifier.

* Free of dealer Markup.
* Inflation Proof.
 Ultimate Safety Net.

LIMITED TIME OFFER -
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

(10 COIN MAXIMUM - NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY)

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

looking forward to
EARNING your
business, not just
gaining it!

5):2” SUPREME COIN axp BULLION

Where family matters
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Consider Efficiency
When Shopping Deals

SHOPPING “HOLIDAYS" LIKE Black Friday and Cyber Monday
are great opportunities to take advantage of incentives or deals
on brand-new, energy-efficient appliances after your home
hosts a plethora of friends and family for Thanksgiving. Know-
ing more about home appliances before the mayhem begins
can be useful when looking to replace that old dishwasher.

Here are some quick tips and resources to learn more about
energy-efficient appliances and ways you can save money and
energy and to help you decide whether you need to purchase
new equipment.

Discounts and Coupons

Check out the Energy Star rebate finder tool at energystar.gov/
rebate-finder. This tool allows consumers to find rebates and
other incentives on Energy Star-rated appliances in their area
simply by entering a ZIP code.

Dishwashers
Dishwashers handle the dirty work in your kitchen, and older
ones are notorious for using lots of water and electricity.

But there’s good news! Energy Star dishwashers are required
to use 3.2 gallons of water or less per cycle, rather than the 10
gallons most dishwashers used before 1994. When scanning
those Black Friday deals, also consider features such as delay
timers, which allow you to run your dishwasher during off-peak
hours, lowering power costs and helping the grid.

Refrigerators

Your old icebox could be doing you some damage in the energy
department. Do you have door seal issues? You can do a quick
test with a dollar bill. Just close your refrigerator door over a

16 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

dollar bill so it’s half in and half out of the refrigerator. If you
can pull the bill out easily, the latch may need adjustment, the
seal may need replacing or you may consider buying a new unit.

What about that extra refrigerator you never use or only use
on the holidays? An old refrigerator could be costing you hun-
dreds of dollars per year.

Recycling your old fridge not only saves money, it also
ensures that the refrigerants and other components are
removed and properly recycled. Your local utilities may even
offer a rebate for recycling old appliances. If you're using your
second refrigerator only during the holidays or for special
events, unplug it when it’s not needed.

Also, although fancy LED screens, ice makers and water dis-
pensers seem like fantastic features now, be aware that they do
use more energy. Nevertheless, manufacturers are required to
keep up with government appliance standards, which have
continually tightened since 1994. Refrigerators made in 2014
onward will save Americans more than $21 billion by 2043.

Washers and Dryers
Energy Star washers clean clothes using 35% less water and
20% less energy than standard clothes washers. Energy Star
clothes dryers include features such as a moisture sensor that
will shut off your dryer automatically when clothes are dry.
This not only saves energy but also saves the wear and tear on
your clothes caused by overdrying.

Stackable machines are a great solution for homes or apart-
ments that are tight on space, and front-load washers use less
water than top-loading models. @
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TRINITY VALLEY EC NEWS

Our Team Is Bigger Than
It Seems

WHEN YOU THINK about Trinity Valley Electric
Cooperative, you hopefully think of us as a local

MESSAGE business. That’s because we are.

FROM Our management team, board of directors and
GENERAL employees live and work right here in the communi-
glé\ ON AGER/ ties we serve. But you may not realize that your coop-

erative is part of a much larger co-op network that
provides value, tools and knowledge that benefit
you, the members.

JEFF LANE

Cooperation Among Cooperatives

When severe weather is predicted for our region, we
may call on our sister co-ops for assistance. Through
this connection of mutual aid, we coordinate with
them to bring additional trucks, equipment and
crews to our area. We work together and share

TVEC BREMNE N ERK ER

resources to more efficiently restore power to our
community.

And TVEC reciprocates by assisting other electric
co-ops when they request help.

Cooperation Among Cooperatives is a founda-
tional principle of the co-op business model, in
which co-ops work together to meet big challenges
such as power restoration after severe weather.

Cooperation is also essential when it comes to
cybersecurity. Training, resources and tools

16 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

provided by the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association strengthen our efforts to combat digital
threats.

TVEC’s ability to tap into the nationwide network
and access resources, products and leading prac-
tices from other cooperatives ultimately makes our
co-op and community stronger.

Advocacy
Voices for Cooperative Power is another great exam-
ple of the power of cooperation.

VCP is a nationwide grassroots network of co-op
members that helps our elected officials better
understand the many ways your co-op supports you
and your community.

Challenges like affordability, energy security and
reliability require flexible solutions
that empower local utilities like ours to
serve their people best.

Diversifying energy sources, collabo-
rating on technologies and balancing
progress with reliability are priorities
that VCP advocates for in Austin and
Washington, D.C.

Global Impact

Communities across the globe have

benefited from the lessons learned and

experience of co-ops in electrifying the

American countryside.

NRECA International has put this
knowledge to work, helping provide
access to reliable and affordable elec-
tricity to 220 million people in 54 coun-
tries. This effort is made possible
through the support of electric co-ops
in Texas and across the country.

d Hundreds of lineworkers, engineers
and other co-op employees have served
as volunteers to bring first-time access

to electricity and train local partners to help utilities

be sustainable in their own communities.

November is a time for reflection and giving
thanks. I'm grateful for our sister co-ops that enable
us to better serve you and our broader community.

When electric cooperatives collaborate, we
strengthen each other and the communities we
serve—and that’s something to be truly thankful for
this Thanksgiving. @

TRINITY VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Co-ops Value Veterans

AT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES, we know that veterans and their families
are an asset to our communities. This Veterans Day—November 11—
Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative thanks those who have served our
country and wants to spread the word that electric cooperatives need vet-
erans to help power Texas.

Electric co-ops are not-for-profit, community-focused organizations
that deliver safe, reliable and affordable energy to their member-owners.
Unlike investor-owned utilities, co-ops are owned by those they serve and
prioritize members’ interests—not profits—above all else. This fundamen-
tal difference shapes every decision made by electric co-ops and provides
employees with a unifying sense of purpose.

No matter which branch of the military you served with, there are three
areas in which America’s electric cooperatives can resonate with you as a
veteran. Co-ops are:

Mission-driven. Our purpose is to power communities and empower
members to improve the quality of their lives. This mission enables every
co-op worker to perform their duties with a unified sense of purpose.

Using advanced technology. From cybersecurity and broadband to the
many facets of electrification and turning data into actionable insights,
technology plays a major role at electric cooperatives.

Operating in challenging circumstances. To power over 22 million
homes, businesses, schools and farms, America’s electric cooperatives
work diligently to maintain service for their members no matter the chal-
lenges. Co-ops continue to do all they can to keep the lights on throughout
hurricane season, during ice storms and floods, and amid global health
and economic crises.

A wide variety of skills are required to keep operations running
smoothly. Veterans can put their skills to work in jobs such as construc-
tion, equipment operation, engineering, member services, communica-
tions, human resources, software analysis, cybersecurity and more. ®

TVEC.NET + (972)932-2214 « 1-800-766-9576

Trinity Valley
Electric Cooperative

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative )Qﬁ)(

CONTACT US

1800 E. Highway 243
Kaufman, Texas

Local (972) 932-2214
Toll-Free 1-800-766-9576
Web tvec.net

Board of Directors

Howard Tillison, Chairman, District 6
Carolyn Minor, Vice Chairwoman, District 1
Derrick Hoelscher, District 4

Jeff Priest, District 2

Paul Weatherford, District 3

Edward Reeve, Secretary, District 5

Jack Endres, District 7

General Manager/CEO
Jeff Lane

For information and
to report outages,
please call us.

24/7
Outage

TOLL-FREE

Hotline 1-800-967-9324
Numbers  2i5imitee

1-800-720-3584

ABOUT TRINITY VALLEY EC

TVEC operates in Anderson, Dallas, Henderson,

Hunt, Kaufman and Van Zandt counties.
OFFICE LOCATIONS

Kaufman District Headquarters
1800 E. Highway 243, Kaufman

Athens District Office
909 W. Larkin St., Athens

Cedar Creek District Office
1012 W. Main St., Ste. 102
Gun Barrel City

Wills Point District Office
582 N. Fourth St., Wills Point

Lobby Hours
8:15 a.m.—4:45 p.m.

VISIT US ONLINE
tvec.net

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative ;(t)c
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Annual Meeting
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Gathering Connects Co-op Community
Hundreds attend traditional event combining fun and business for TVEC members

PATRIOTISM TOOK CENTER STAGE at the Canton Civic Center know the land,” said Rodney Wesley, director of engineering

on October 8 for the 2026 Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative and operations.
Annual Meeting, with an event theme based on the USO and “So when it comes to restoring power, they know what creek
World War II era decor. More than 850 members and guests is going to rise and how to get past that creek to restore the

had the chance to visit with veterans’ support organizationsas  power to the members. And many times, they know the mem-
the Reveille Sisters crooned tunes that were crackling through  bers that they’re restoring the power to.

radios during the 1940s. “We’re a reflection of the people in the community that we
It was reminiscent of the early days of the co-op, which orig-  serve, that we call home.”
inated in 1938 and had to take a pause in line construction Bobbi Byford, director of corporate relations, spoke about

during the war as important building materials were rationed how her team immerses itself in the community. “They are out
for civilian use.

The local act belted out Don’t Sit Under the Apple
Tree and Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy a 1a the Andrews
Sisters while members dined on generous servings of
chicken or meat loaf. The music and food were a pre-
lude to a co-op business meeting to handle the TVEC
board election and update members.

TVEC leaders reiterated their commitment to pro-
viding great service to the nearly 91,000 members,
expanding on a theme that has been the theme for the
co-op throughout the year: Here. For You.

Rather than traditional speeches by upper manage-
ment, the co-op’s directors took the stage to have a
panel discussion about how each of TVEC departments
function and work together.

“One thing that is unique about this team is that The Reveille Sisters, Annamarie Warren, Amy Howdeshell and Kathy
most of our employees are local, which means that Lawson, provided musical entertainment with a selection of wartime

they know the roads, they know the community, they Sonesiagd Shasoltg
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there, face to face with our commu-
nity, with our school systems, our
civic and service club organiza-
tions,” she said.

David Naylor is general manager
of Rayburn Electric Cooperative,
the generation and transmission
utility that provides wholesale
power to TVEC. Volatility in the
market is an ongoing challenge for
Rayburn, which provides power to
three other co-ops in the region
besides TVEC. Naylor said the price
of electricity changes every 15 min-
utes as weather and other factors
affect the grid. Naylor’s team moni-
tors the market and makes adjust-
ments to protect the interests of
Rayburn’s member co-ops.

Bobby White, TVEC’s chief finan-
cial officer, said the co-op accounts for
nearly $1 million in transactions daily. That includes bill pay-
ments and purchases of equipment such as poles and trans-
formers that keeps the power on across some 8,500 miles of
line.

Donna Weaver, director of corporate services, assured mem-
bers that their information and that of the co-op is secure. The
information technology team at TVEC maintains 80 servers
and 200 computers to protect data and minimize outages. IT’s
behind-the-scenes work helps operations folks perform their
vegetation management, staking and outage monitoring with a
high level of accuracy.

Weaver added that the co-op is in its seventh year with no
lost-time accidents among its employees.

“We're future focused,” said Jeff Lane, TVEC general man-
ager and CEO. “We’re doing a lot of things to make sure we’re

Door Prizes, many donated by TVEC vendors, make a fun wrap
up to the annual meeting festivities.

1-800-766-9576

TVEC members had a chance to interact with employees and board members.

retaining good-quality employees. We’re putting investment
into the system to make sure you're getting the reliability that
you need.”

Attendees also heard from the co-op’s auditor with a report
on the company’s finances. The annual audit resulted in an
unmodified opinion. That means the co-op is in good financial
health with no concerns noted.

Nearly 3,000 TVEC members, or about 4.2%, voted in the
board election, surpassing the 3% quorum requirement for the
meeting. Three incumbent directors were reelected. Carolyn
Minor, District 1, and Derrick Hoelscher, District 4, ran unop-
posed. Ed Reeve defeated Clay Dishman 1,460 votes to 1,148 to
retain his spot on the board.

A drawing allowed 88 members to head home with door
prizes, which included bill credits and a variety of household
goods.

Plan to join the fun of this great co-op tradition at the 2027
annual meeting next October. @

Attendees enjoyed a hearty dinner to start the evening.
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Is Your Fridge in
Holiday Shape?

IF THANKSGIVING DINNER is at your house this
year, be sure not to overlook an unsung holiday
hosting hero: the refrigerator. Holiday meals put

Member
Service
Minute

Dana Grinstead

Career at the co-op

DER & GRID
INTEGRATION

CHRIS WALKER

heavy demands on our fridges, so prepare before-
hand to make sure yours is up to the task.
If your fridge is more than a decade old, it

| have worked in member services
here for a total of 21 years in two

might not be. Models that bear the Energy Star

label are about 9% more efficient than federal
standards require, since they create less heat and have improved insula-
tion and temperature and defrost mechanisms, according to the
Department of Energy.

Yet more than 55 million households have refrigerators that are more
than 10 years old, DOE says. By replacing yours with a new, energy-effi-
cient model, you could save up to $150 in electricity charges over the appli-
ance’s lifetime. 80181002

When shopping for a new refrigerator or freezer, read the EnergyGuide
label. It tells you how many kilowatt-hours of electricity the unit will con-
sume in a year. The smaller the number, the better.

Look for refrigerators that have a freezer on the bottom or the top, as
side-by-side designs consume more energy. Chest freezers are typically
better insulated than upright models.

Whether you’re buying a new fridge this year or not, follow these tips for
more efficient use around the holidays:

» MBrush or vacuum your fridge’s coils regularly to improve efficiency by as

much as 30%.

» XKeep your refrigerator full but not overstuffed for maximum efficiency.

»iBet your refrigerator’s temperature between 36 degrees and 40 degrees,
and make sure the freezer stays between zero degrees and 5 degrees.

»XPut a dollar bill in the door’s seal to test for airtightness: If the dollar
slips out easily, the seal may need repair or replacement.

» MAvoid putting hot leftovers in the refrigerator, which raises the overall
temperature in the fridge and makes it work harder to cool down. ®
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different segments.

What do you enjoy most about

your job?

For me itis really talking to members
and helping, even if it is something dif-
ficult like a high bill issue. | like helping
them understand what might be driv-
ing that high energy usage.

What is the key to providing

great service?

It always comes down to listening well
and paying attention. People have a lot
happening in their lives and you have
to be able to understand that. There is
also a lot of power in the tone of your
voice.

Who has inspired you in life, and
how?

My son Blake. As a single parent he
was my reason and inspiration through
some tough things. And now | love to
watch him as a grown up pushing
through the trials of being a working
Texas musician.

TRINITY VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE




TEXAS DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Hurricane Preparedness
Guidelines

Hurricane Season Is June 1-November 30
If you are under a hurricane warning, find safe shelter right
away.
When a hurricane is 36 hours from arriving:
» Turn onyour TV or radio in order to get the latest weather
updates and emergency instructions.

Restock your emergency preparedness kit. Include food
and water sufficient for at least three days, medications,
a flashlight, batteries, cash, and first-aid supplies. Learn
how to build an emergency kit at ready.gov/build-a-kit.

When a hurricane is 18-36 hours from arriving:

» Bookmark your city or county website for quick access to
storm updates and emergency instructions.
Bring indoors loose, lightweight objects that could become
projectiles in high winds (e.g., patio furniture and garbage
cans); anchor objects that would be unsafe to bring inside
(e.g., propane tanks); and trim or remove trees close enough
to fall on a building.

When a hurricane is six to 18 hours from arriving:

» Turn onyour TV or radio, or check your city or county
website every 30 minutes for the latest weather updates
and emergency instructions.

Charge your cellphone so you will have a full battery in
case you lose power.

When a hurricane is six hours from arriving:
» If you're not in an area that is recommended for evacuation,

plan to stay at home or where you are, and let friends and
family know where you are.

Close storm shutters, and stay away from windows.

Flying glass from broken windows could injure you.

Turn your refrigerator or freezer to the coldest setting and
open only when necessary. If you lose power, food will last
longer. Keep a thermometer in the refrigerator to be able to
check the food temperature when the power is restored.

To stay safe during a hurricane:

» If told to evacuate, do so immediately. Do not drive around
barricades.
If sheltering during high winds, go to a Federal Emergency
Management Agency safe room, International Code Council
500 storm shelter, or a small, interior, windowless room or hall-
way on the lowest floor that is not subject to flooding.
If trapped in a building by flooding, go to the highest level
of the building. Do not climb into a closed attic; you may
become trapped by rising flood water.

To stay safe after a hurricane:

» Listen to authorities for information and special instructions.

» Do not touch electrical equipment if it is wet or if you are
standing in water. If it is safe to do so, turn off electricity at
the main breaker or fuse box to prevent electric shock.

Avoid wading in flood water, which can contain dangerous
debris. Underground or downed power lines can also electri-
cally charge the water.

TRYFONOV | ADOBE STOCK
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DIVISION DE ADMINISTRACION DE EMERGENCIAS
DE TEXAS

Preparacion para huracanes
La temporada de huracanes es del 1 de junio al 30 de
noviembre

Cuando un huracan esté a 36 horas de llegar:

4

Encienda su televisor o radio para obtener las ultimas actual-
izaciones meteoroldgicas e instrucciones de emergencia.

Reponga su kit de emergencias. Incluya alimentos y agua sufi-
cientes para al menos tres dias, medicamentos, una linterna,
pilas, dinero en efectivo y suministros de primeros auxilios.
Aprenda como construir un kit de emergencia en ready.gov/
build-a-kit.

Cuando un huracan esta a 18-36 horas de llegar:

>

Marque como favorito el sitio web de su ciudad o condado
para el acceso rapido de las actualizaciones de tormentas
e instrucciones de emergencia.

Traiga adentro objetos sueltos y ligeros que puedan conver-
tirse en proyectiles con vientos fuertes (por ejemplo, muebles
de patio y botes de basura); sujete objetos que no serian
seguros para llevar adentro (por ejemplo, tanques de propano);
y recorte o retire los arboles que estan lo suficientemente
cerca como para caer en un edificio.

Cuando un huracan esta a 6-18 horas de llegar:

14

>

Encienda su televisor o radio, o visite el sitio web de su ciudad
o condado cada 30 minutos para obtener las ultimas actual-
izaciones meteoroldgicas e instrucciones de emergencia.

Cargue su teléfono celular para que tenga una bateria llena en
caso de que pierda energia.

Cuando un huracan esta a seis horas de llegar:

4

Sino se encuentra en un drea recomendada para la evacuacion,
planifique quedarse en su casa o donde se encuentra y avise
a sus amigos y familiares donde se encuentra.

Cierre las contraventanas y aléjese de las ventanas. Los vid-
rios que vuelan de las ventanas rotas podrian dafarle.

Ajuste la temperatura de su refrigerador o congelador

a la posicion mas fria y dbralos solo cuando sea necesario.
Si pierde la energia, la comida durara por mas tiempo. Man-
tenga un termdémetro en el refrigerador para poder verificar
la temperatura de los alimentos cuando se restablezca la
energia.

Para mantenerse a salvo durante un huracan:

>

Si se le indica que evacue, hagalo inmediatamente. No maneje
alrededor de las barricadas.

Si se refugia durante vientos fuertes, vaya a una habitacién
segura de la Federal Emergency Management Agency, refugio
contra tormentas del International Code Council 500 o una
habitacion o pasillo pequefio e interior sin ventanas en el piso
mas bajo que no esté sujeto a inundaciones.

Si queda atrapado en un edificio por inundacién, vaya al nivel
mas alto del edificio. No suba a un atico cerrado porque usted
puede quedar atrapado por las crecientes inundaciones.

Para mantenerse a salvo después de un huracan:

4

Escuche a las autoridades para obtener informacion e
instrucciones especiales.

No toque el equipo eléctrico si estd mojado o si esta parado
en el agua. Si es seguro hacerlo, apague la electricidad en el
interruptor principal o en la caja de fusibles para evitar una
descarga eléctrica.

Evite vadear en el agua de la inundacién, que puede contener

desechos peligrosos. Las lineas eléctricas subterraneas o
caidas también pueden cargar el agua eléctricamente.
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TRINITY VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Lunch

OU iz ~
How much of ashock can
be administered by an
electriceel?

A.120 volts

B. 25,000 amps
B. 860 volts

Wi |
Jesse's Fajitas N Ritas 'n$ 1 00 ;

Newer addition to the Kaufman Square takes Tex-Mex up a notch Send your answer and
contact information to

f d h contest@tvec.coop or
DOWNTOWN KAUFMAN HAS SEEN, a few restaurants come and go over the contact TVEC Member

years, but one building on the southeast corner of the square was vacant for
avery long time.

After alot of work and renovation, Jesse’s Fajitas N Ritas opened and
quickly became a popular lunch and dinner spot.

“There is a great atmosphere and great service, so it has become a favor-
ite,” said Chad Marshall, TVEC manager of safety and
loss control. “I love sports also so there are also
Sports on TV and great food, so you can’t beat it.”

Along with fajitas and Tex-Mex standards,
Jesse’s has some unique items like a ceviche appe-
tizer, Mexican lasagna, pasta
dishes and more.

“My favorite by far is the beef
fajita nachos with chorizo,”
Marshall said. “You can’t go
wrong with anything on the
menu.”

Jesse’s is located at 101 W.
Mulberry St. in Kaufman
and online at
jessesfajitasnritas.com. @

TVEC RRRR EHH KRR R

Services by November 30.

One $100 bill credit winner will
be chosen from all correct
replies. Look for the correct
answer in a future Texas
Co-op Power issue.

October Energy
Quiz: Household
Energy Use

WITH A VERY HOT SUMMER NOow
behind us, it is easy to forget the air
conditioners running nonstop
through the 52 days of triple-digit
temperatures this year.

Along with the cost of heating our
homes in winter, keeping ourselves
comfortable rates as the top use of
energy for United States households at
52%.

Congratulations to our September
Energy Quiz winner, Heather Holden,
of Mabank.

Look for the winner of this month’s
contest in the January issue of Texas
Co-op Power. @

Win $100 Just for Reading

Somewhere hidden on pages 16-23 isa TVEC
account number. Read closely. If the account number
is yours, contact the member services department
by November 30 to receive a $100 credit on your
electric bill. Don't miss out—you could be our winner.
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June 17-23, 2027

An unfor%ettable leadership trip 22— June 2027

to Washington, D.C. for high i A leadership experience for students
school students. to build confidence, connections and
communication skills.

SEPTEMBER 2026

Operation Round Up Awards

JVEC

Charitable Foundation

Grants
First Methodist Church, Mabank - Love's Outreach Program $2,500
Henderson County 4-H $2,500
Henderson County Coalition Against Family Violence $2,500
Henderson County Performing Arts Center $2,500
Sharing the Love Foundation $2,500
Sharon’s Place, Inc. $5,000
Texas Health Resources Foundation $3,000
VFW Post 12219, Canton $2,500

Hel B Food Bank Assistance
Regional East Texas Food Bank $5,000
Or OLI 3 Lake Area Shared Ministries Food Pantry $5,000

TVEC.NET + (972)932-2214 « 1-800-766-9576 NOVEMBER 2026 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 23



PORTRAIT: COURTESY JAK DARSNEK. HISTORIC PHOTOS: COURTESY UNT LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Faces and Places

And a big helping of gratitude power the viral wonder Traces of Texas

BY W.F. STRONG ¢« ILLUSTRATION BY TAYLOR CALLERY

EVERY HOLIDAY SEASON I thank some-
one for a great gift to Texas. This time
I'd like to thank Jac Darsnek, the much-
loved creator and editor of the Traces of
Texas Facebook page that has accrued

more than 1 million followers since 2010.

Texas has always been more than a
place. It’s a memory, a voice, a photo-
graph tucked into a drawer, a story
shared across a kitchen table.

Darsnek didn’t start out with a plan
but simply an instinct, sharpened by
experience, that Texans liked talking
about Texas. By late 2012, something
clicked. Not because of flashy trends or
algorithms but because Darsnek leaned
into history and let it speak for itself.

His breakthrough moment was

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

publishing a black-and-white photo
of the original Whataburger in Corpus
Christi, which went viral.

Photographs became the heartbeat.
The images, most of them taken long
before color film was common, carry a
gravity that modern photos often lack.
These aren’t stylized shots posed to
impress; they’re family photographs,
photos of musicians before fame, pilots
before they were legends, farmers before
nostalgia softened the edges of real life.
This was Texas unfiltered.

What'’s remarkable is not just the
photos—acquired from the Portal to
Texas History, the University of Texas
at Arlington’s Special Collections archive
and other sources—but what happens

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Listen as W.F.
Strong narrates this
story on our website.

QiE
@

after they’re posted. The comments sec-
tion becomes a living classroom, a town
square, a reunion hall.

After a photo taken at Dyess Air Force
Base in the 1950s was posted, readers
identified the exact model of the cash
register, the type of flight suit the pilots
wore, even the materials that would later
replace them. Darsnek said Texas has an
astonishing depth of collective knowledge
and a generosity and passion for sharing it.

That generosity mirrors Darsnek’s own.
Gratitude underpins Traces of Texas like
cultural bedrock. Every contributor is
thanked. Every artifact is treated as pre-
cious. Darsnek once shared that if some-
one takes time from their “one granted
life” to send in a photo or a story, the
least he can do is acknowledge it and
thank them most sincerely. That attitude
may be the secret ingredient.

Then there are the people. Centenari-
ans. War veterans. Farmers. River guides.
Storytellers like Mel Dart, who flew 35
missions over Europe in World War IT and
said he was “too dumb to be scared.” Or
Dorothy McQuary Callaway, born on a
farm near Thorndale. Darsnek walked the
property with her when she was 99, and
she showed him an old well, saying she
had pumped “a kajillion gallons of water
out of that thing.”

Sometimes, Traces of Texas reconnects
people. Once, after the devastating 2013
explosion in West, a family photo was
found and returned to its owners after
being posted on the page.

Traces of Texas is a reminder that Texas
is acommunity and that our stories and
photographs are worth preserving, shar-
ing and honoring. Traces of Texas is our
shared digital archive. That is a wonderful
gift. And Texas is better for it. ®
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TCP KITCHEN

Cranberry Agua Fresca

C b 1 bag fresh or frozen cranberries
l‘an erry (12 ounces), plus more to garnish
10 cups water
Harvest 1Y2 cups sugar
Juice of 1 lime
Lime slices, to garnish
Sip and bake your way through the holidays with this traditional fruit

COOK'S TIP The agua fresca can be made
up to two days in advance and stored in the
fridge. Stir before serving.

BY VIANNEY RODRIGUEZ, FOOD EDITOR

When | hosted my first Thanksgiving, | found myself with leftover cranberries
| had trouble getting through. This holiday season, we're not letting any cran-
berry escape our holiday table. I'm transforming cranberries into a delicious
agua fresca that can be enjoyed throughout the holiday season. It's tart,
sweet and ideal for a crowd.

1. To a stockpot, add cranberries, water
and sugar. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and
simmer on low until all cranberries have
popped and softened and all sugar is
dissolved, about 10 minutes.

2. Remove from heat and allow to cool.
In batches, add cranberries and liquid to
a blender and blend until smooth.

3. Strain into a punch bowl or pitcher.
Stirin lime juice, add ice, and garnish with
additional cranberries and lime slices as
desired.

SERVES 10

Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks
in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where

she features a recipe for a Cranberry Mezcal
Paloma.

B

P Ay




RECIPE PHOTOS: JASON DAVID PAGE. WINNER PHOTO: COURTESY BONNIE KOLIBA

Cranberry Pecan
Cornbread Muffins

NANCY DENNIS
BARTLETT EC

These corn muffins, warm from the oven
and buttered, are heavenly! The combina-
tion of cornmeal, cranberries and pecans
works for your Thanksgiving, Christmas
or brunch table. The key to this recipe is to
not overmix. | enjoyed these tender muffins
with a cup of coffee and served the rest
with dinner.

1 cup cornmeal

1 cup flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

/2 teaspoon baking soda

/s teaspoon salt

2 cup (1 stick) butter, melted and
slightly cooled

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

5 cup light brown sugar

2 large eggs, room temperature

1 cup buttermilk, room temperature

/s cup dried sweetened cranberries

/s cup chopped pecans

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Line a
12-count muffin pan with liners or coat
with cooking spray.

2. Inalarge bowl, whisk together corn-
meal, flour, baking powder, baking soda
and salt.

3. Ina medium bowl, whisk together
butter, oil and brown sugar until com-
pletely smooth. Whisk in eggs and
buttermilk until combined.

4. Pour wet ingredients into dry ingredi-
ents and whisk until combined. Fold in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER 2 eggs, lightly beaten
. % cup (12 sticks) butter,
Cranberry Nut Pie melted
BONNIE KOLIBA 2 teaspoons almond extract
FARMERS EC Sweetened whipped cream,
for serving

1. Preheat ovento 325
degrees. Coat a 10-inch pie
dish with cooking spray.

2. Inalarge bowl, combine
cranberries, walnuts and 2 cup

sugar. Spread into prepared pie
Koliba buys an extra bag of fresh cranber-  gign.

ries when they're in season. She freezes
them just to make this pie throughout the
year, and I'll be doing the same. | abso-
lutely loved this pie for its ease and sweet
and tart flavors. It's a recipe you'll get to
know well.

3. Inthe same bowl, combine
the remaining 1 cup sugar,
flour, eggs, butter and almond
extract. Stir well. The batter will
be thick. Spoon batter over
cranberry mixture in pie dish.

4. Bake 40-50 minutes. Allow

to cool completely on a wire
rack and serve with whipped

2 cups fresh cranberries
2 cup chopped walnuts
12 cups sugar, divided use

1 cup flour, sifted cream.
SERVES 6

$500 Recipe Contest

MAC AND CHEESE DUE NOV 10 ®

What makes your ooey-gooey noodle dishes stand p w2

out from the crowd? Enter our contest. The best
from Co-op Country will be featured in April, and the O]

winner gets a load of cheddar: $500.
UPCOMING: SALSA DUE DEC 10 GNEINE
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RECIPES CONTINUED

cranberries and pecans just until com-
bined; avoid overmixing.

5. Spoon batter into muffin pan, filling
each cup all the way to the top. Bake 5
minutes, then reduce heat to 350 degrees.
Continue baking another 10-15 minutes or
until a toothpick inserted comes out clean.

6. Allow to cool in pan 5 minutes before
serving. Store leftovers up to 1 week in
an airtight container at room temperature
or in the fridge. Leftovers can also be
stored frozen up to 3 months.

MAKES 1 DOZEN MUFFINS

Cranberry Kuchen

SHELLEY FAHRENTHOLD
SAN BERNARD EC

This hearty, tart and comforting kuchen,
German for cake, is meant to be enjoyed
with a steaming cup of coffee. The batter
is fairly thick, so be sure to grease your
pan well. Fresh or frozen cranberries can

be used. Serve warm with a scoop of ice
cream for a delightful fall treat.

CAKE

4 cup (V2 stick) unsalted butter,
room temperature

1 cup sugar

1 egg, lightly beaten

2 cup plus 2 tablespoons milk

2 cups flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

2 teaspoon salt
2 cups fresh or frozen cranberries

TOPPING

2 cup sugar

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

s cup flour

4 cup (2 stick) unsalted butter,
room temperature

1. CAKE Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Coat an 8-by-8-inch pan with cooking
spray.

2. Inalarge bowl, cream butter and sugar.
Stirin egg and milk. Slowly stir in flour, bak-
ing powder and salt. The batter will be stiff.

3. Fold in cranberries. Spread batter into
prepared pan.

4. TOPPING Inabowl, mix sugar, cinna-
mon, flour and butter with a fork until
crumbly.

5. Sprinkle topping evenly over batter.
Bake 30-40 minutes or until a toothpick
inserted comes out clean.

SERVES 8

Give friends and famllyl

the Best of Texas.

Texas Co-op Power has combined favorite recipes
from the Typically Texas Cookbook and The Second
Typically Texas Cookbook into one delicious collection.

Inside this cookbook, you'll find more than 700 recipes,

including over 300 desserts.

Put the Best of Typically Texas Cookbook in
your kitchen for only only $29.95. Order online

at TexasCoopPower.com.

To order by mail, send a check or money order

payable to TEC for $29.95 to:

Best of Typically Texas Cookbook
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor

Austin, TX 78701
@%@
@J'_A.

SCAN
TO BUY

From the publishers of

Texas CoopPower

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

28 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

$29.95

includes tax,
shipping &
handling
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In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family.

The Perfect
Taste of Texas

Looking for a gift that's
always remembered?

Berdoll's has been making
pecan pies, honey glazed
pecans, and chocolate favorites
for 45 years. Stop by our store
or let us ship Texas pecan
goodness right to your door.

800-518-3870

Fudge and
Divinity for
the Holidays

The Best Fudge in Texas.

The Best Divinity in the World.
Bring back those childhood
memories of Christmas with the
sweet gift of fudge and divinity
from Holiday Farms.

holidayfarmscandy.com

berdoll.com divinitybydave.etsy.com
Texas Red . Texas Bluebonnet
Grapefruit Calendar

and Avocados

Always a gift in good taste.
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and
other Texas products are all
hand-selected, carefully packed
and shipped to be delivered just
in time for the holidays.

1-800-580-1900

Large 20-by-15-inch calendar
with 12 watercolor scenes.
Enjoy nature's beauty year-
round with this 2027 calendar
by Texas State Artist George
Boutwell. $20 plus tax and
$4.50 shipping. See website
for quantity pricing.

1-800-243-4316

OLIVER PECAN
e

crockettfarms.com gboutwell.com

All Things Pecan Ideal Arm
Shipped to You! Protection for
6 Generations of Pecan Growers Any ACtIVIty

3 Generations of Candy Makers
We use the finest Texas-grown,
Orchard Fresh pecans to create
handmade treats, including gift
tins, candied pecans, honey
butter, pies, chocolates and
more! Shop in store or online!

325-372-5771
oliverpecan.com

COMES IN 4 COLORS AND 7 SIZES

Helps Prevent Bruising and
Protects Those With Thin Skin!
Soft leather protective sleeves
help protect you from 100’'s

of injury-prone chores you do
at work, home, farm, or ranch.
Even has adjustable airflow!

(651) 492-4830
armchaps.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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How To Defeat a Creek

Rusk’s historic footbridge is the longest of its kind in the U.S.

BY CHET GARNER

THERE ARE MANY enormous bridges in Texas built to carry trains, trucks
and oversized loads of every kind. Then there’s the historic Rusk Footbridge,
a narrow wooden walkway stretching 546 feet and built for something much
humbler: helping folks get to town without getting their boots wet.

But what this East Texas marvel lacks in load bearing, it makes up for in
length by being the longest wooden footbridge in the U.S. As soon as I heard
about it, I had to cross it.

The bridge reaches far beneath a canopy of shade trees in Rusk, just off
the Cherokee County Square and across a tributary to One Eye Creek, which
must have its own interesting history. With every step, the span emanated a
satisfying old-wood creak, the kind that makes you instinctively walk lighter,
as if the bridge can feel your weight (and your thoughts).

The bridge was originally built in 1861 because residents on the east side
of the creek were frequently cut off from life on the square every time it
rained. Most Texans know the phrase “the good Lord willing and the creek
don’t rise” because every time the creek rose, they were at its mercy. But
with this footbridge, they mastered the perils of nature.

Crossing the bridge today isn’t exactly an adrenaline sport, although 546
feet is longer than I expected. And reaching the other side doesn’t really
take visitors anywhere of note, leaving everyone to simply turn around and
hike back. But that’s the charm.

It’s not height or horsepower, it’s longevity and the fact that this bridge
has been carrying East Texans since the Civil War. By the time I reached the
other side, I felt like I'd crossed more than a creek bottom. I'd crossed into
the everyday history that holds small towns together, one plank at a time. @

ABOVE Chet knew he had to walk across the 546-foot
Rusk Footbridge soon as he heard about it.

@frE
mﬂ Watch the video on our website and see all
of Chet's Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS. (@)=
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Know Before You Go

Call ahead or check an event's website for
scheduling details, and check our website
for many more upcoming events.

NOVEMBER

7 Hillsboro Municipal Airport—
Open House/Fly-In,
(254) 337-7051, hillsborotx.org

Pipe Creek Turkey Shoot,
(830) 535-6611,
castlelakeranchvfd.org

/I 2 Goldthwaite The Stones Are
Speaking Film Screening and
Talk by Director Olive Talley,
(325) 648-2750, legacyplaza.org

W 4 Grapevine Candlelight Tour
of Homes, (817) 410-3185,
grapevinetexasusa.com

Mason Mason County Wild
Game Dinner, (325) 347-5758,
masontx.org

Smithville Smithville Garden
Club Tour of Homes,

(512) 237-2313, facebook.com/
smithvillegardenclub

/I 9 Corsicana Tree Lighting,
(903) 654-4850,
visitcorsicana.com

Denton Homeless Veteran
Stand Down, (817) 255-7150,
bit.ly/veteranstanddown

Brackettville [21-Jan. 3]
Legends at Las Moras,
(210) 863-2355,
legendsatlasmoras.com

2 /I Bluff Dale The Front Porch
Christmas Market,
(817) 946-0141, facebook.com/
thefrontporchbluffdale

Henderson A Very Merry

Market, (903) 521-3992,
thechurchatlakecherokee.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Kerrville Holiday Lighted
Parade, (830) 257-7300,
kerrvilletx.gov

Luling Candy Land—
Christmas Arts & Crafts
Show, (830) 875-0123,
lulingcc.org

Grapevine [21-22] North
Central Ballet Presents
Nutcracker—Short and
Sweet, (817) 410-3100,
grapevinetexasusa.com

27

Giddings Sip & Shop Christ-
mas Market, (979) 542-3455,
giddingstx.com

2/

Fort Worth [27-28] Home
for the Holidays, (817) 665-
6000, fwsymphony.org

28

Mason Light Up Our
Town—A Hometown
Christmas, (325) 347-5758,
business.masontx.org

29

Mineola Toys for Tots
Dance, (972) 979-2672,
etsrda.com

DECEMBER

6 Bertram Country
Christmas, (512) 882-2992,
bertramchamber.com

Castroville Candlelight
Home Tour, (830) 708-5680,
castrovilleconservation
society.org

Fairfield Christmas on
the Square and Parade,
(903) 389-5792,
fairfieldtexaschamber.com

@ Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
February event by December 1, and it just

might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Don’t turn a blind eye

*WILDFIRE
SAFETY

Do Not Park on Dry Grass | Check Burn Bans | Keep Campfires Small

linktr.ee/tamfswildfireprevention

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1'800'359'49 TOLL-FREE

www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAEKE MATTSON, CFP™
Inc., 5800 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

I Over Texas

FOREST SERVICE

tfsweb.tamu.edu/prevent-wildfires

STEEL MOBILE HOME ROOFING

PERMA-ROOF

fromSouthern{Builders
Built for Strength. Designed for Life.

i

PERMA-ROOF OFFERS:

« Eliminates Leaks * Has Lifetime Warranty
« Eliminates Roof Rumble < Save on Utilities
« Is Maintenance-Free « Expert Installation

®

Hit the Road

Event Calendar

www.roofover.com
CALL NOW!

1-800-633-8969

With hundreds of events
across Texas listed every
month, TexasCoopPower.com
has something for you.

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events
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SACRED STONE OF THE
SOUTHWEST IS ON THE
BRINK OF EXTINCTION

enturies  ago,

Persians, Tibetans
and Mayans considered
turquoise a gemstone of
the heavens, believing
the striking blue stones
were sacred pieces of
sky. Today, the rarest
and most valuable
turquoise is found in the
American Southwest—
but the future of the

i
blue beauty is unclear. |

\ Arizona turquoise

3
"
oy
w
W

On a recent trip to
Tucson, we spoke
with fourth generation
turquoise traders who
explained that less than

| five percent of turquoise
L mined worldwide can
. C be set into jewelry and

only about twenty
mines in the Southwest
supply gem-quality
turquoise. Once a
thriving industry, many
Southwest mines have run dry and are now closed.
We found a limited supply of turquoise from
Arizona and purchased it for our Sedona
Turquoise Collection. Inspired by the work of
those ancient craftsmen and designed to showcase
the exceptional blue stone, each stabilized vibrant
cabochon features a unique, one-of-a-kind matrix
surrounded in Bali metalwork.

s g% >

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you
aren’t completely happy with your purchase, send | Stauer...

it back within 30 days for a complete refund of B Afford the Extraordinary.
the item price. Call today! :

Jewelry Specifications:

* Arizona turquoise * Silver-finished settings 2 H

Sedona Turquoise Collection 00ODOmanG

A. Pendant (26 cts) 4$299* $99 +s&p Save $200

B. 18" Bali Naga woven sterling silver chain $149 +s&p

C.1%" Earrings (10 ctw) 4$296* $99 +s&p Save $200
Complete Set** 4747*  $249 +s&p Save $498

**Complete set includes pendant, chain and earrings.

Call now and mention the offer code
to receive your collection.

1-800-333-2045 Stauer

14091 Southcross Drive W.
Offer Code SDT231-01 Dept. SDT231-01, Burnsville,

You must use the offer code to get our special price. Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
*Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.
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FOCUS ON TEXAS

[ J
Rl e t e All aboard! Not to derail the conversation, but these
Texans love to blow off steam by riding the rails. Let's

° get back on track. Have your tickets ready; this train’'s
Rall S leaving the station.
CURATED BY GRACE FULTZ
1 BOB NORRIS

PEDERNALES EC
A freight train crosses New Mexico.

2 STEFAN GREENE

HEART OF TEXAS EC

"Departure from San Antonio as the train
is backed up for its return to McGregor.”

3 ANN ANTHONY

MIDSOUTH EC

"When my grandson, Buchanan Anthony,
was 3 years old, he enjoyed his first train
ride on the Texas State Railroad in Rusk.”

4 JOHN MCLAIN
TRINITY VALLEY EC

"Union Pacific's Big Boy No. 4014 makes
its way west in East Texas."”

Upcoming Contests Q0
IN THE GARDEN DUE NOV 10 (O] .ﬁ

COUNTRY CHURCHES DUE DEC 10
REPETITION DUE JAN 10 ONLINE
See Focus on Texas on our website for
many more Ride the Rails photos from readers.
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Navigating
Turbulence

It only takes one person to ease
life's baggage when all seems lost

BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS
ILLUSTRATION BY ALICE MOLLON

34 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2026

THE AIRPORT CONCOURSE stretched
ahead for what seemed like miles. Every-
where, throngs of strangers scurried like
ants, oblivious to me and our fellow trav-
elers. Most stared at their phones.

After along walk, I arrived at Gate 81
and leaned against a column to catch
my breath. And people watch.

Near the waiting area, four men stood
in a circle, chatting and laughing. Over in
aseat, an older man scribbled in a note-
book. A few chairs away, a slim woman
wearing glasses charged her phone.
Across from her, a little girl played on a
phone while her weary mother stared
into space.

A young woman hurrying past caught
my eye. Strapped to her chest was a baby,
swaddled tightly. As I discreetly watched,
the mother strode over to an airline agent.

They talked briefly, then the young
mother burst into tears. So did the baby.

“This airport is horrible!” she wailed.
“What am I going to do?”

My heart sank as her cries turned into
gut-wrenching sobs. She had missed her
flight.

Tears streamed down her face, and fear
shone in her eyes. “Oh, that poor, poor
woman,” I thought.

Seconds later, the slender woman I'd
noticed before leaped up from her chair,
left her belongings behind and beelined
for the mother. Without hesitation, she
wrapped her arms around her in a fierce
hug and held the young woman as she
continued to cry. Then the woman cupped
the mother’s face in her hands and looked
into her eyes. “It’s going to be OK,” the
woman said calmly. “It’s going to be O-K.”

Soon a second woman hurried up and
embraced the mother too. Another
woman appeared and put some bills in
the mother’s hand. “This isn’t much, but
it’s allThave,” she said. “T hope it helps.”

More and more women stepped up,
each gifting their own salves of cash. It
was if they were draping a communal
blanket of love, warmth and protection.

Teary-eyed and deeply touched, I stood
there, wanting to help, yet a little afraid
and unsure of what to do. “You know what
to do,” asmall voice told me.

Digging into my purse, I pulled out a
white bank envelope with one last $20 bill
folded inside. I walked over to the mother
and tucked my envelope into her hand,
which by then clutched a fistful of bills.
“Here,” I said, “you can use this envelope
for your money.” I gave her a quick hug
and then hurried to board my plane.

On the flight, I searched for the slender
woman but couldn’t find her. To this day,
T'll always wish I could have thanked her
for her brave act of compassion.

That morning in a busy airport, she
empowered one young mother with hope.
And she showed strangers like me how
kindness can ripple out and impact the
world in the best kind of way. @
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Actual size is 381 mm

Liberty Bell 250
Privy Mark

First-Ever Dual-Dated

| 250 coLLECTION |

A FIRST-EVER FOR THE ICONIC MORGAN SILVER DOLLAR!

One Legendary Design, One Extraordinary Finish, One Historic American Anniversary

For nearly 150 years, the Morgan Silver
Dollar has been one of America’s most
beloved and collected coin designs. First
introducedin 1878 and created by Assistant
Mint Engraver George T. Morgan, the
Morgan became a symbol of America’s
Gilded Age and an enduring favorite among
generations of collectors. Now, the legend
gets a spectacular modern makeover.

The 2026-P Morgan Silver Dollar

Reverse Proof

Struck in 2026 especially for America’s
250th anniversary this Morgan features
the classic Liberty and eagle designs
collectors know and love, enhanced with a
stunning Reverse Proof finish. What exactly
is Reverse Proof? Think of it as the Morgan
design turned inside out. Instead of the
traditional mirror-like background with
frosted details, the fields appear frosted
while Liberty, the eagle and other design
elements shine with brilliant, mirror-like
surfaces. The resultis dramatic contrast
that makes this historic design practically
jump off the coin.

Two Firsts for America’s 250th
For the first time, the Morgan Dollar

bears aspecial 1776 - 2026 dual date
commemorating the Semiquincentennial.
It also carries a one-year-only “Liberty

Bell 250" privy mark, adding another
unmistakable connection to this once-in-
a-generation American celebration. Each
coinwas struck at the U.S. Mint's historic
Philadelphia facility, the nation’s “Mother
Mint,” using carefully prepared planchets,
polished dies, and multiple strikes to
achieve its distinctive Reverse Proof
appearance.

The Morgan Design You Know in
99.9% Silver

Look closely and you'll find the familiar
artistry that made the Morgan legendary:
Liberty wearing her cap, floral crown, and
“LIBERTY” inscription, surrounded by 13
stars and the classic mottoes. Turnit over
and the majestic eagle returns with wings

spread clutching arrows and an olive branch.

The difference? This modern Morganis
struck in highly pure 99.9% fine silver, giving
collectors a contemporary interpretation of
one of America’s most recognizable silver
dollar designs.

Only 250,000 Authorized

The U.S. Mint authorized a maximum
mintage of just 250,000 for these 2026-
P Morgan Silver Dollars. For Morgan
enthusiasts, that’s aremarkably small
number considering the enormous
following this classic design has built over
generations.

GOVMINT . 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. MRP157-01, Eagan, MN 55121

One Legendary Design, One
Extraordinary Finish, One Historic

American Anniversary

If you're alongtime Morgan collector, a silver
enthusiast or simply appreciate owning
tangible pieces of American history, the
2026-P Morgan Silver Dollar Reverse Proof
deserves a placein your collection. Supplies
are extremely limited. Reserve yours before
this modern Morgan becomes one you wish
you hadn’t missed.

—'“‘
Plus, you’llreceive a ‘“
special 250th

Anniversary BONUS  § uumostares,
American Collectors 2
Pack, a $50 Value,

FREE with every order!

150 YEARS OF

Order Now and Receive FREE Gift

FOR FASTEST SERVICE
CALL TODAY TOLL-FREE

Limited Supply Maximum
20 Coins Per Household

1-888-201-7144

Offer Code MRP157-01

Please mention this code when you call.

GOVMINT

GOVMINT® s a brand of Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMS is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin
market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of submission to the publication but may change
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your
purchase pursuant to our 30 day Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). ©2026 Asset Marketing Services, LLC.
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