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click to get a quote

Design your own virtual building with Mueller’s
3D Design Tool. Choose the building size, door
and window placements, colors and more. Once
you have saved your design, just click to get a free
quote. Then, our engineering and manufacturing
team will take over, making your dream
building a reality.

Get started at: www.muellerinc.com/3d-tool
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IR The NEW Gold Standard
Jacvzzi of Walk-In Bathtubs

Stay Safer & More Independent

with a Jacuzzi® Luxury Walk-In Bathtub
| SAVE $1,500

on your NEW Walk-In Tub
with ONE DAY installation
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m a relaxing and therapeutic bathing experience
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LETTERS

Love Those Burgers

My husband, Bob, and | married
in 1954. We moved to Cleburne
[North Texas Rail Yard, January
2019], and as soon as he got his
paycheck, we went to the little
hamburger place and bought
six hamburgers for $1. They
were so good.

Lots of miles and years later,
we went back to the little ham-
burger place. | told the lady our
story, and the hamburgers were
just as good as they had been
years ago.

LAURA HONEA | GATESVILLE
HAMILTON COUNTY EC

Legend of the Lone Ranger
| am 81 years old and as a young
boy was an avid follower of The
Lone Ranger on radio. | sent in
numerous Cheerios box tops for
various Lone Ranger stuff.

| also had several novels by
Zane Grey, and one of them
told the story of how the Lone
Ranger came to be. He was the
sole survivor in his group after
a battle with outlaws. He was
nursed back to health by Tonto
and then became the Lone
Ranger. He wore the mask to
conceal his identity as a mem-
ber of the group thought to
have been all killed by the out-
laws. So, | agree with the letter
writer from Bandera EC
[Hitched to a Fable?, Letters,
January 2019].
BEN F. DAVIS Il | GRAND SALINE
WOOD COUNTY EC

Wreaths’ Reach

| also was deeply touched by
the article on Wreaths Across
America, so much so that |
went online to donate and
ended up volunteering for the
wreath-laying ceremony at

Kleb Woods

ALICIA EISSLER | VIA TWITTER

Texas State Cemetery [Wreaths
Across America, Letters, Janu-
ary 2019].

LYNN BISHOP | MARTINDALE

BLUEBONNET EC

Recalling Aquarena Springs
My husband, Robert Brown,
took our grandson, Carson, to
Aquarena Springs [Thirst for
Knowledge, January 2019] at
San Marcos four years ago.
Carson got his basic open-water
scuba diving certification there.
I'd purchased a coffee cup show-
ing Ralph the diving pig at a
yard sale years before Carson
was born, and we’'d used it as a

Is a Must See

Just visited Kleb Woods for
the first time in September 2018
[A Hidden Man’s Gem, January 2019].

Dozens of hummingbirds were at the feeders

outside the nature center. This is must see for

pencil holder. Pretty cool that 10
years later it would all come to-
gether and that you’d have such
an informative article about it.
DEB GOODSON | SUNSET

WISE COUNTY EC

The Best Medicine

| have been a side-walker in
several equine therapy locations
and know the truth of Julia
Robinson’s observations [The
Healing Power of Horses,
December 2018]. The healing
changes between horses and
humans defy description. They
remind us that oftentimes car-
ing relationships are the best
and longest-lasting medicine.
JANE BOUTERSE | POWDERLY

LAMAR EC

Recipes Feedback

| feel compelled to tell you how
delicious the Brown Butter Oat-
meal Raisin Cookies are [All Hail
the Cookie Jar, September 2018].
Everyone who tried them raved,
including my “l don’t eat sweets”
husband.

ANITA HARBOR | AUSTIN

PEDERNALES EC

bird-watchers and so close to Houston. Thanks for the fantastic article.

| really enjoy the recipes in
your magazine. However, while
searching online through the
recipes, | noticed that there are
no pictures. | really think the
addition of a picture of the
finished product would be very
beneficial. | am much more
tempted to try a recipe for

the first time when a nice
picture captures my attention.
VICKI BECKER | HICO

HAMILTON COUNTY EC
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CURRENTS

HAPPENINGS

Snuggle Time

The 2017 Quilting in America Survey estimates as many as 8.3 million house-
holds in the U.S. include a quilter—part of a $3.7 billion industry. How’s that
for a hobby that provides great comfort during and after the activity!

No wonder, then, that there is a National Quilting Day, March 16 this year.
Two weeks after that, the GEORGETOWN QUILT SHOW takes place on the down-
town square. The show, MARCH 29-30, is a fundraiser for Handcrafts Unlimited,

aretail store and nonprofit where senior artisans market their crafts.

INFO » (512) 658-6973, handcraftsunlimited.com

TEXANS HAVE MADE
HISTORY in public office
and in courtrooms in
Washington, Austin and
even across the Red
River in Oklahoma.
Pardon us if some of
these mentions get
your goat:

1940s

1946 Heman Sweatt applies to
the University of Texas School of
Law but is denied admission on
the basis of race. Sweatt sued
UT, and the case went to the
U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled
in 1950 that the university must
admit Sweatt.

1948 In a hotly contested elec-
tion, Lyndon B. Johnson defeats
Coke Stevenson by 87 votes for
the Democratic nomina-
tion to the U.S. Senate in
a primary runoff.

QUILT: MAX CAB | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. OIL RIG: BSD | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. JORDAN: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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WEB EXTRAS
» Find more
happenings

online.

1950s

1950 The U.S. Census Bureau
reports that, for the first time
in the state’s history, more Texans
live in cities than in the country.

1953 Dwight D. Eisenhower
becomes the first Texas-born
U.S. president. He was born
in Denison.

1953 Eisenhower signs
the Tidelands Oil Bill,
giving Texas the
rights to its off-
shore oil.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

MILITARY ZENITH

The Medal of Honor, created
in 1861, is the highest military
honor in the U.S. On March 25,
1863, Secretary of War Edwin
Stanton presented the first
Medals of Honor to six mem-
bers of the Andrews’ Raiders
for their voluntary participa-
tion during a Union hijacking
of a Confederate train in an
attempt to destroy bridges
and railroad tracks.

March 25 is National Medal
of Honor Day. There have been
3,522 recipients of the medal.

Mary Edwards Walker, the
Army’s first female surgeon,
became the only woman to
receive the medal, in 1865. It
was rescinded in 1917 because
she wasn’t a combatant but
was restored in 1977.

Willie Johnston, 11, served as a
drummer boy during the Civil
War and became the youngest
to receive the medal, in 1863.

1960s

1963 President John F. Kennedy
is assassinated in Dallas. Vice
President Lyndon B. Johnson
becomes the 36th U.S. president.

1966 Barbara
Jordan of
Houston
becomes the
first black
woman elected
to the state Senate. Six years
later, she becomes the first
African-American from Texas
to win a U.S. House seat.

TexasCoopPower.com




CO-OP PEOPLE

Helping Hands—With Snacks

SWISHER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE EMPLOYEES recently gathered after work
in an elementary school cafeteria in Tulia to prepare bags of food for the Snack
Pak 4 Kids program.

Snack Pak 4 Kids benefits Tulia elementary school students who are identi-
fied by their teachers as food-insecure and in need of snacks for the weekend.

Swisher EC employees were happy to prepare Snack Paks last fall. “I'm so
proud of the co-op and the willingness of its employees to pitch in and help
prepare sacks for these children,” says Sharon Thompson, Swisher EC’s man-
ager of member services and one of the volunteers. “I live in a wonderful, car-
ing, helpful community. When a need is identified, my community works to
find a solution.”

Every Friday of the school year, these students find a Snack Pak discreetly
placed in their lockers to be taken home after school. Each bag contains juice
boxes, milk, fruit pouches or cups, cereal bars, cereal boxes, crackers, beef
sticks and peanuts.

BY THE NUMBERS

1,500

There are roughly 1,500 registered
Little Free libraries in communities
around Texas.

Little Free Library is an organization
that grew from an idea Todd Bol had
when he built a 2-foot replica school-
house in 2009, put books in it and
placed it in his front yard in Wisconsin
with the hopes he would start a neigh-
borhood book exchange.

Since then, 75,000 Little Free Library

boxes, in myriad designs, have popped
up in all 50 states and in 88 countries.

Bol, 62, died in October 2018.

2000s

2000 Texas Gov. George W.

7 ‘ =3
1970 { BURP : <A
s 1980s "%, 1990s, )\ —&
...... S
1971 Federal Judge William 1986 Clay o
Wayne Justice of Tyler orders Henry Sr., a 1990 Ann Richards defeats
the Texas Education Agency beer-swilling opponent Clayton Williams to
to assume responsibility for goat, is become the second female gov-

desegregating public schools
and to prohibit districts from
assigning students to schools
on the basis of race.

1979 Bill Clements becomes
the first Republican governor

of Texas since Reconstruction.

elected mayor

of the West Texas
town of Lajitas. He
holds office until his death in
the mid-1990s.

1988 Houstonian George H.W.
Bush is elected president. He
died Nov. 30, 2018.

ernor of Texas and the first
elected in her own right.

1991 Charles Bilal is elected
mayor of Kountze, becoming the
first Muslim mayor in the U.S.

1993 Republican Kay Bailey
Hutchison becomes the first
woman to serve as U.S. Senator
from Texas.

SNACK PAK: SWISHER EC. LITTLE FREE LIBRARY: ROGER SILJANDER | DREAMSTIME.COM. GOAT: SVIETLIEISHA OLENA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. RICHARDS: TIM CARROLL. GAVEL: CORUND | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM
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Bush is elected president.

2003 Fifty-two Texas House
Democrats hole up for three
days in a conference room at
the Holiday Inn in Ardmore,
Oklahoma, to prevent a quorum
and block a Republican-drawn
redistricting plan
that could cost
them five seats
in Congress.
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Gearing Up

EVOLUTION OF SAFETY EQUIPMENT

BY VICTORIA A. ROCHA

odern bucket trucks rumbled into the

electric utility industry starting in the 1950s,

but it wasn’t until the late 1970s that McCul-

loch Electric Cooperative in Brady saw its
first such vehicle.

Danny Williams, manager of the Loss Control Program
at Texas Electric Cooperatives, was a young McCulloch
groundman back then.

“We might have been one of the last co-ops in the state
to get a bucket truck,” he recalls. “Everything we did was
off the wood.”

Delayed adoption of such industry advancements was
not unique to McCulloch. Common use of key safety- and
productivity-enhancing equipment such as rubber gloves,
grounding and hard hats often took decades. Experts say
many factors were at play. Humid southern summers dis-
couraged rubber sleeves. Difficulty climbing up and over
pole structures made safety harnesses hard to sell. In many
cases, training was limited.

In the industry’s infancy, about 1 in 3 linemen—called
“boomers” back then—died on the job, according to Alan
Drew, senior vice president for research and development
at Northwest Lineman College, which has a campus in Den-
ton.

With better equipment and training, the industry’s safety
record dramatically improved. In 2017, there were 26 fatal-
ities among electrical power line installers and repairers, a
fatality rate 0f18.7 per 100,000 employees, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

As the head of safety and lineworker training for Texas
cooperatives, Williams oversees nearly 60 schools for 100
co-ops, municipal utilities and contractors. “You can have
all the equipment in the world, but if they’re not trained to
operate it and operate it safely, you're back to square one.”

Victoria A. Rocha is a staff writer and editor at National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association.
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NRECA

1875-1900

In the early years, linemen learn
basic principles and hazards in

real time. Safety standards are non-
existent, and most line equipment
is handmade.

Early headgear
It’s not uncommon for linemen
to wear hats made of felt or
leather for protection.

Digging spoon
Workers dig holes by hand
with digging bars, spoons
and shovels.

Homemade belts
Linemen fashion belts to wrap
around waist and pole—
r they climb fre yle.

or they climb freestyle. Bal‘ehands

Linemen rarely wear

gloves for protection,
opting instead to work

barehanded.

Climbing spikes
Homemade climbers lack
pads and have only upper

and lower straps.

I95I-1970

Fiberglass sticks evolve to “rubber gloving,” with
more formalized rules and training. The advent
of the bucket truck, utility undergrounding and
improved communications are major steps.

Rubber glove protectors

Linemen wear two pairs of gloves—leather
on top of rubber — for more protection.

Bucket trucks

Insulated buckets on trucks with
fall protection come into use.

Two-way radios

New applications of radio technologies
improve communications during
emergencies and storm restoration.

TexasCoopPower.com



190I-1925

Safety rules and formalized
training become available, but
they’re limited. During this
period, linemen de-energize lines'
to restore power, but as demand
grows, live line work becomes
more common.

Homemade
hot sticks

Linemen make their own hot sticks
and slather them with varnish to
keep moisture out.

Standardization

Linemen belts and safety

straps are more standardized
and adjustable and attach to

Rubber it

gloves

Safer rubber gloves are
introduced around 1915
along with other rubber-
ized equipment, such as
line hoses and blankets.

Leather
tool bags

Leather bags store and
carry climbing and
work tools.

I1971-1990

President Richard Nixon signs the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration law. Underground
line installation gains widespread
use. Material-handling bucket
trucks and hydraulic and mechani-
cal compression tools also improve
work conditions.

Hard hats

Head protection made
from thermoplastics
gains widespread use.

Rubber sleeve
improvements

New sleeves extend to the
shoulders for extra protection.

Telescoping or
extendo stick

Made of fiberglass, the extendo
stick lets workers perform tasks
like opening and closing switches
or removing tree limbs while
staying on or near the ground.

TexasCoopPower.com

1926-1950

The electric industry develops more
formalized safety rules and procedures /}/\
to protect lineworkers. In the late £ Hats

The transition to hard hats
comes later in this period.
Until then, most linemen elect
to wear soft, Stetson-style hats.

1930s, apprentice programs with
stricter standards also begin.

Shotgun
sticks

The first shotgun sticks
come into use and
allow linemen to
perform more tasks
without climbing.

k—/ A-frame digger trucks
evolve into hydraulic
digger derrick trucks

with augers, resulting in
safer, more efficient work.

199I-present

OSHA begins requiring utilities to
provide lineworker clothing to
protect from arc flashes and “fall
protection” devices like body
harnesses and fall-arrest lanyards.

Insulated
hard hats

Linemen now wear hard
hats insulated with a
special polyethylene that
protects against blows to
the head.

Harnesses
Linemen aren’t climbing as
much, so body harnesses
and lanyards are valuable
backup support.

Clothing
Arc-rated clothing
is written into
OSHA-required
personal protective
equipment.

Battery-operated
crimper

Lightweight mechanical
crimpers mean no more

squeezing connectors
by hand.

Tablets

Mobile devices help
lineworkers trouble-
shoot problems using
SCADA and meter
data instead of climb-
ing a pole or going up
in a bucket.
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WIDESPREAD INFLUENCES CREATED

‘A SORT OF INTERNATIONAL BLUES,

A UNITED NATIONS GUMBO OF SOUNDS’

BY JULIA ROBINSON

On a sunny October day in Elgin, east of Austin, the Hogeye Fes-
tival is in full swing. The historic town center, in Bluebonnet
Electric Cooperative’s service area, closes streets to make way
for a car show, a barbecue cook-off and an art fair along with
blues music. The Peterson Brothers—Glenn Jr., 21, and Alex, 19—
of nearby Bastrop captivate the audience with classic Texas blues
customized with their unique riffs.

The Peterson Brothers are furthering the blues tradition in
their own way. “T-Bone Walker is a big influence along with
Johnny ‘Guitar’ Watson, Freddie King and Albert Collins,” Glenn
says. “Their sound and even their arrangements, especially live,
had lots of things mixed in. T-Bone had some jazz and a little bit
of everything mixed in.”

A few months earlier, the Peterson Brothers performed their
modern brand of Texas blues at a whole other kind of function,
Preserving Historic Texas’ Real Places conference in Austin,
addressing the creation of the Texas Music History Trail. The
Petersons’ presence at this event is significant: The soulful,
indigenous music they play is directly connected to many of the
people and places that will be featured on the Texas music history

virtual driving tour and specifically to four musicians who poured
the foundation of what the world knows as Texas blues.

Along with the Mississippi Delta, Texas is a seminal source for
blues music, which evolved from field hollers first articulated by
enslaved African-Americans seeking relief from the drudgery of
forced labor and from gospel music in African-American churches,
both of which had connections to musical traditions in West Africa.

But Texas blues has a unique sound. “Texas blues is different
because of the vastness of the geography of Texas and the different
cultural groups that have settled here,” says Alan Govenar, biog-
rapher of Texas blues legend Sam “Lightnin’ ” Hopkins. “This
cross-fertilization of musical styles includes the Cajun and Creole
music of Louisiana, the music of Mexico to the south, and dance
sounds lifted from German, Czech and Polish immigrants.”

Thanks to audio recordings dating back to the beginning of elec-
tronic reproduction in the
1920s, the trajectory of Texas
blues is easy to trace.

It starts with Lemon Henry
“Blind Lemon” Jefferson,

Bastrop’s Peterson Brothers—
Glenn Jr., left, and Alex—have
been playing music for about a
decade, since they were 12 and 10.

JULIA ROBINSON
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Blind Lemon Jefferson, left,
was Texas’ first blues star.
Like Jefferson, Lead Belly,
right, played on the streets
of Deep Ellum in Dallas.

from Wortham in rural East Texas—
the state’s first blues star. His repu-
tation came from a lengthy career
playing the streets of Deep Ellum,
Dallas’ entertainment district, and
on his records, beginning with Long
Lonesome Blues and Got the Blues, a 78 rpm disc he made for
Paramount Records in Chicago in March 1926.

A skilled guitarist and evocative vocalist who expressed his
pain with alonesome moan, Jefferson, born blind, found acclaim
by singing songs narrating troubled relationships underscored
by loss. He was hardly the only one. According to Govenar, rural
Central and East Texas brimmed with bluesmen and -women,
many who embraced recording technology and made records.
These folks included Henry Thomas from Big Sandy, who played a
handmade cane flute
he called the quills and
achieved fame with
songs about railroad-
ing; Blind Willie John-
son from Marlin,
whose Motherless Chil-
dren and Nobody’s
Fault But Mine con-
tinue to get covered; the Houston singers Sippie Wallace, Victoria
Spivey and Elvie Thomas, who all enjoyed national fame as
recording artists in the 1920s; and Washington Phillips, who con-
structed and played a unique instrument he called a manzarene
that resembled two autoharps welded together.

“The brilliance of the great African-American blues artists
in Texas is that their ears were wide open,” explains Bill Minu-
taglio, author of In Search of the Blues: A Journey to the Soul of
Black Texas. “They were listening to these other forms of music
and then weaving it in,” he says. “The Texas blues is a sort of
international blues, a United Nations gumbo of sounds.”

Jefferson’s acclaim caught the attention of others. Huddie Led-
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better moved to Dallas from his native Bowie County to accompany
Jefferson on the streets of Deep Ellum and sang about it. In 1933,
the world finally heard Lead Belly, Ledbetter’s performing name.
University of Texas folklorist John Lomax traveled to Louisiana’s
Angola Prison to record prison field songs. When he heard Led-
better, who was serving time for murder, Lomax was so taken that
he delivered a recording of Ledbetter and an appeal for the blues
singer’s release to the governor of Louisiana. After Ledbetter was
released from Angola for good behavior in 1934, Lomax hired him
as an assistant and eventually became his manager.

As Lead Belly’s manager, Lomax exposed him to audiences
who embraced the singer as a folk artist rather than as a blues-
man. A charismatic multi-instrumentalist who sang songs about
work, Hitler, prison, sailors and cowboys, Lead Belly was the
first Texas bluesman to travel from the streets of Deep Ellum

“l USED TO BLOW OUT THE LIGHTS IN A LOT OF PLACES.

to perform concerts in New York and Paris.

Soon, Texas blues musicians took the next leap forward by
electrifying the guitar. Eddie Durham of San Marcos and Charlie
Christian from Bonham are considered the first to experiment
with amplifying guitars in the 1930s. “With those big bands,
you couldn’t hear the guitar,” Durham said in a 1984 interview
with Govenar.

Christian secured a microphone between his knees to boost
the volume on his guitar solos. Durham carved out the inside of
an acoustic guitar and inserted a resonator made from a tin pan.
He also experimented with steel guitars and drilling phonograph
amplifiers into the body of an acoustic guitar. “I used to blow

TexasCoopPower.com
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Lightnin’ Hopkins, above, out the lights in a lot of places,”

became a prolific recording Durham said. “They weren’t
artist in Houston. T-Bone

reall lectricity like tk
Walker, left, is known as the reallyup on electrcity tke they

father of electric blues guitar. are now.-

Durham and Christian set
the table for another Texas
blues player who would become known as the father of electric
blues guitar. Aaron “T-Bone” Walker, born in Linden in East
Texas, grew up in Dallas’ Oak Cliff neighborhood in the 1910s.
Walker’s earliest recordings carry on Jefferson’s traditional guitar
style, but when he went electric in the 1930s, he created a brand-
new sound. His guitar is “really out front, the engine driving
the train,” Minutaglio says. “T-Bone made the electric guitar
really cool, and a lot of people wanted to play it after seeing him.
You can connect the dots to Keith Richards, Eric Clapton and
John Lennon and everybody else that comes after.”

Lightnin’ Hopkins, a singer and guitarist from Centerville,
has a Jefferson connection, too. An 8-year-old Hopkins wit-
nessed Jefferson at a church picnic in Buffalo and fell in love
with Jefferson’s blues; Jefferson returned the favor by letting
the younger Hopkins play alongside him, something he didn’t
let anyone else do.

Hopkins played electric guitar but usually solo or as part of
a small combo, a marked contrast to the big band ensembles

March 2019 Texas Co-op Power 13




Walker preferred. Hopkins started as a
street bard. His original songs were
free-associating commentary, often
made up on the spot, accompanied by
astinging, jangling six-string sound. “Lightnin’ had this floating
encyclopedia of blues lyrics in his head, and he could put them
together in different combinations at will, so if you put down
the money, he’d make you a song,” says Govenar.

Hopkins moved to Houston in the 1940s and played bars,
street corners and city buses. He recorded prolifically, more
than 800 songs. Recording engineer Bill Quinn built his Gold
Star Studios in Houston, now SugarHill Recording Studios and
the oldest continuously operating recording studio in Texas,
primarily to record Hopkins.

A parade of notables followed Jeffer-
son, Ledbetter, Walker and Hopkins.
Hopkins’ cousin, Mance Lipscomb, helped
his Navasota birthplace earn the title,
“Blues Capital of Texas.” W.C. Clark grew
up singing gospel music in the rural
enclave of St. John’s in 1940s north
Austin. He now plays his own repertoire
of blues, rhythm and blues, and soul
songs, combining original music with
tunes from B.B. King, Al Green and Otis
Redding. Texas blues created Don Robey’s Duke-Peacock record-
ing empire in Houston; the blues soul of Dallas’ Johnnie Taylor
and Fort Worth’s Delbert McClinton; the Houston guitars of
Albert Collins, Johnny “Guitar” Watson and Johnny Copeland;

W.C. Clark, bornin
1939 in Austin, started
playing gigs at 16.

WEB EXTRAS

» Read this story
on our website to
find links where
you can listen to
songs by noted
Texas blues artists.
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In 2017, the Texas Legislature called for a Texas Music
History Trail. Though there is no Texas Blues Trail, the
consultants helping build the music history trail are doing
their part to ensure Texas blues gets it due.

Jason Mellard, director of the Center for Texas Music
History at Texas State University, suggests the trail
include the grave of Blind Lemon Jefferson in Wortham
along with the statue of Lightnin’ Hopkins in Crockett
and room 414 in San Antonio’s Gunter Hotel, where
Robert Johnson recorded Cross Road Blues.

Govenar, who is leading the restoration of the Para-
mount building in downtown Dallas where Johnson
made his only other recordings, wants to see a historic
marker at the corner of EIm Street and Central Express-
way in Dallas, the spot in Deep Ellum where Blind Lemon
Jefferson played for tips. “You hear the rumbling of the
freeway overhead, and you imagine those blocks of Deep
Ellum and that corner where Blind Lemon stood, and
there’s something very haunting as the ghosts of the
past come forward,” Govenar says. “It’s that nothing-
and-everything feeling. It’s that haunting sound of the
past roaring up and confronting you.”

Mellard and Minutaglio are pushing to include active
blues clubs on the Texas Music History Trail, including the
Silver Slipper and Eldorado Ballroom in Houston, RL’s
Blues Palace in Dallas and Antone’s in Austin. Because
in Texas, blues isn’'t some extinct artifact—it’s a living,
breathing part of our culture.

and the new generation of blues articulated by ZZ Top, Stevie Ray
Vaughan, Freddie King, Jimmie Vaughan and the Fabulous Thun-
derbirds, Gary Clark Jr., and a whole lot more—all the way up to
those kids from Bastrop, the Peterson Brothers.

“The blues is our heritage,” Alex Peterson says. “It’s important
to keep it going.”

See more of Julia Robinson’s work at juliarobinsonphoto.com.

TexasCoopPower.com

JULIA ROBINSON
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damage from moisture.

« Repels mold, mildew & fungus growth.
o F F - Prevents concrete from pitting, flaking, dusting and scaling. 844.481 .6862
WITH THIS AD « Prevents salt & alkali damage.

. Backed by technology. PermaSealUSA.com

« We clean, restore & permanently preserve your product.
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SAVE When You Grow A
Zoysia Lawn FromiLiving Plugs!
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Zoysia Lawns are
Keeps Growing For A Lifetime! thick, dense and lush!

» Stays Green In Summer Through Heat & Drought! Now MORE Ways to Start
» Crowds Out Weeds And Old Grass Naturally — No Chemicals! Your Amazoy Zoysia Lawn!
» Reduces Mowing & Cuts Watering By As Much As 2/3! 1) Economical FREESTYLE PLUGS come in

- uncut sheets with a maximum of 150 - 1”
> Excellent For Slopes And Children’s Play Areas! plugs which can be planted up to 1 ft. apart

GET UP TO 1000 FREESTYLE PLUGS - F R E E ! or make them bigger and plant further apart.

2) NEW 3” X 3” SUPER PLUGS arrive precut

Max Freestyle Plugs Your PRICE m and ready to plant in your old lawn.
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70 | 410 | 6 | see00 | 1950 ORDER YOUR WAY TODAY!

And Shipped To You Direct!
| 200 | 1000
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Zoysia |RZV90IY/A GUARANTEED TO GROW www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

NURSERIES ] [] Amazoy is the trademark registered U.S. Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass.
Improving Amarica’s Lawns Since 1983 Or We’ll Replace gs FREE ©2019 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 0ld Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787
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How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:

the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49!

“ -70u are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up
that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that
i’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.

You've come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed
at your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with
a perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade
shines in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone

handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that

you're ready for whatever nature throws at you.

This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs
the full length of the knife. According to
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying
“A full tang lends structural strength to the
knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one
long steel beam versus two.”

With our limited edition River Canyon
Bowie Knife you're getting the best in
21st-century construction with a classic look
inspired by legendary American pioneers.
What you won’t get is the trumped up price
tag. We know a thing or two about the
hunt— like how to seek out and capture an
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that

won’t cut into your bank account. leather sheath!

This quintessential knife can be yours to use

out in the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But
don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds.
Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will
stick around for long. So call today!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your
hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you
don’t feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30
days for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that
once you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon’s handle,
you'll be ready to carve your own niche into the wild fronder.

River Canyon Bowie Knife $79* 2
Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30 /{g

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: RCK343-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste.155, Dept. RCK343-01

Stauer® Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

BONUS! Call today and you’ll
also receive this genuine

(heroket

T ONE oK

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives... :
1 6.6 6 & ¢

“First off; the shipping

was fast and the quality is
beyond what I paid for the
knife. Overall I am a satisfied

customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

Not shown
actual size.

“ ACCREDITED
by BUFSINESS

Rating of A+

e Full tang 4 %" stainless steel blade, 9" overall length e Genuine horn, wood and bone handle e Polished brass guard and spacers e Includes leather sheath

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices”
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Into Aching Hands & Joints y b
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Sign Up To Receive Exclusive Email Offers

And Get 10% Off Your First Order!
(First Time Email Signups = 10% Off)

comectwin DreamProducts.com <] Ei® 1-800-530-2689

website offers may vary email blog  facebook pinterest google+ Order Now Toll-Free
Treat your hurting hands to mag- {7 RPN oy T e e
netic énd Ther(]pgeuTiC warmth, ?0 : Magnetic Anti-Arthritis Therapy Gloves QVISA Q1 MasterCard Q1 Discover®/NOVUSSMCards
ease pain from arthritis or carpal :|ltem . . Card# Exp. Date /
tunnel syndrome. Miracle 4-way :|#98308 __ Pair(s) Ladies’ Gloves @ $9.99 | $ :
stretch with controlled compres- tem | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘
sion "massages” away pain. Mag- Pair(s) Men's Gloves @ $9.99 | !
netic therapy has been trusted for #98366 s $ $
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it can helip Increase CerUIGT!On l Regular Shipping & Handling Add $4.95 1st Pair
& ease stiffness. Washable im- | FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING for 2+ Pairs | $ Address
ported therapy gloves are made FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (opfiona) . .
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Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back | Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

The Future of Our Cooperative
Rests in Your Hands

MESSAGE FROM

FOR THOSE OF YOU NEW TO
Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative
(and for those old hands who
might need reminding), let me
introduce to you one of the seven fundamental concepts
upon which cooperatives are founded: Democratic Member
Control.

It’s a principle that ensures you, as members of our coop-
erative, ultimately decide who gets elected to our board of

COOPERATIVE
PRINCIPLE

-

DEMOCRATIC MEMBER
CONTROL

Cooperatives are democratic organizations
controlled-by their members, who actively par-
ticipate in setting policies and making decisions.
The elected representatives are accountable to
the membership. "

directors, which determines the strategic direction of our
organization. When it’s time to select members of the board of
directors, ballots and candidate information are mailed to all
co-op members. You can mail in the ballot to cast your votes.

The directors, as your elected representatives to the coop-
erative, in turn hire me—your general manager. And I am
responsible for the employees who carry out the business of
bringing you electricity.

But hiring me is by no means the directors’ only duty. Our

18 Texas Co-op Power TVEC March 2019

GENERAL MANAGER/CEO JEFF LANE

directors must constantly consider policies affecting the oper-
ation of our cooperative. How much must we spend on main-
tenance? Do we need a new substation? How will we finance
and build it? What role should renewable energy sources play
in our power portfolio? How often do we update our technolo-
gies and facilities to keep our business efficient?

Being a director is not for everyone. The responsibilities
are numerous, and the time commitments are considerable.
Besides attending hours of meetings every month, your direc-
tors must continuously educate themselves about the com-
plex business of electricity production and distribution.

The directors attend training on such subjects as the
electric industry, strategic planning and financial decision-
making. Our directors take a series of courses to become Cre-
dentialed Cooperative Directors through the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association. And their education doesn’t
end there. Numerous other classes and conferences provide
your directors with the knowledge they need to keep abreast
of issues affecting this ever-changing industry.

After learning the business, directors begin making the
sometimes difficult choices that will affect the co-op’s future.

Like any successful democracy, this decision-making
process does not operate in the dark. We strive to keep you
informed about the financial condition of the co-op. We let
you know when situations arise that could affect your rates or
service and give you a window into how we reach decisions.

We do this through these pages in Texas Co-op Power; on
our website, tvec.net; on Facebook; and, most importantly,
during face-to-face conversations, whether at our annual
membership meeting, or when you drop by the office.

Your greatest opportunity to make yourself heard is at the
annual meeting. In the co-op business model, participation
of members is crucial. That is why it is important for you—if
you care about how your co-op is run—to attend the meet-
ing, keep up with current information and let us know when
issues arise that need our attention. Co-ops are different
from other forms of business because of their members and
because of the way decisions about the business are made.
We welcome and encourage your involvement. After all, it is
your co-op.

tvec.net



Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

DIY Energy-Saving ldeas

DO YOU LOVE WATCHING HOME IMPROVEMENT SHOWS? DO YOU
find yourself tackling projects on your own every weekend?

If you answered yes to either of these questions, then you will
love these do-it-yourself energy-saving ideas. You can also
find more DIY tips on the Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative
YouTube channel.

Insulate your electric water heater tank. Unless you have a
new model, your water heater tank is probably not insulated.
All you need is an insulation blanket and a friend to help you
hold it in place. First, turn off your water heater and measure it
carefully. Cut the insulation blanket to fit the tank, then wrap
it around, temporarily taping it into place. Once it’s secure, cut
out holes for the control panels to fit through, then tape the
blanket permanently in place. This project can reduce standby
heat losses 25-45 percent.

Seal air leaks. When you have tiny air leaks around your win-
dows and doors, hot air can make its way into your house during
the summer, and cool air can come in during the winter, forcing
your heating and cooling system to work harder. To fix this, buy
a caulking gun and caulk. Clean the area thoroughly, removing
any old, cracked caulking. Hold the caulking gun at a 45-degree
angle and release the caulk while moving the gun smoothly from
one side of the door or window to the other. If the caulk does not
make it all the way into the gap, use a spoon or other utensil to

tvec.net

push it in before it dries. After you have caulked the perimeter of
the door or window, clean up any spills and you’re done.

Install a window film. If you have a bigger budget for home
improvements, consider replacing windows with Energy Star
models, but if you don’t, then installing a window film is a great
alternative. Window films block the sun’s heat from coming
indoors. Curtains and blinds also can help prevent heat from
getting into your home, but you have to close them to reap the
benefits. With a window film, you don’t have to lose your view
to start saving energy.

Plant for savings. Another great way to save on your heat-
ing and cooling bills is to plant more trees around your home.
Plant deciduous trees on the west side of a house to provide
cooling shade in the summer and allow warming daylight in
the winter, when they lose their leaves. Plant evergreens on
the north side of your home to block icy winter winds. Trees,
shrubs and ground cover plants also can shade the ground and
pavement around the home, reducing heat radiation. Use a
large bush or row of shrubs to shade a patio or driveway. Plant
a hedge to shade a sidewalk. Build a trellis for climbing vines
to shade a patio area. Remember to think about the tree’s full-
grown size and shape before you dig, and never plant trees
near power lines. Properly placed trees around a home can
reduce energy costs by up to 30 percent.

March 2019 TVEC Texas Co-op Power 19
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

F

Spring is upon us, with a fresh supply of trees and garden
plants tempting shoppers at nurseries, home centers and even
some grocery stores.

Whether you want fresh fruit you can pick yourself or some
shade for your yard, trees play a major part in the beauty of our
East Texas landscape. Trees are also a major cause of power
outages and they can create dangerous situations for home-
owners and lineworkers alike if they come too close to power
lines.

It is a balancing act that Trinity Valley Electric Coopera-
tive’s certified arborist, Greg Treadwell, works through every
day. His expertise can help in planning successful and safe
additions to your treescape, and possibly build in some energy
saving measures to the process. 30057405001

Trees at Home - Keys to Success

While it may be tempting to pick out a new tree to take
home in the same way you might pick flowers or vegetables,
planting a tree requires some careful consideration.

“It really starts in planning ahead, looking around the area
you want to plant, looking up to see what the tree is going to
do, and looking down at the soil and other plants that will be
competing for light and nutrients,” Treadwell said. “Over time,
a tree can really affect your home, other landscaping and trees,
sidewalks, and of course power lines. You can get a good idea
of what to expect by looking carefully at the information tag
when you are buying a tree, which will tell you the expected

20 Texas Co-op Power TVEC March 2019
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height and width
of the tree, as
well as water
and sun require-
ments and other
helpful informa-
tion.”

Treadwell
also recom-
mended select-
ing a tree with
a single main
trunk, to avoid
future splits and
growth problems
as the tree gets
larger. Routine
pruning and
care can help the
overall health
of the tree and
eliminate the
safety hazard of

Information tags give details about expected
growth patterns, sun and water requirements,
and other details that can help plan where a
particular variety might fit your landscaping.

dead branches falling. Planting trees is a long-term commit-
ment, and even relatively low-maintenance varieties will ben-
efit from regular attention and care.

“Trees pull most of their nutrients from the top 6-10 inches

tvec.net



Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

TVEC right-of-way crews work hard to balance safety, electric service
reliability and the desire for the natural beauty of our tree-filled landscape.

of soil, so the makeup of that soil is going to determine a
lot about the health of the tree,” Treadwell said. “Itisn’t
abad idea to take a soil sample to one of the local feed
stores and let them test it to see what nutrients may be
lacking and what you might want to add to the mix along
with some appropriate fertilizer.”

Trees and Power Lines

With nearly 8,000 miles of power lines through beauti-
ful North and East Texas countryside, TVEC’s right-of-
way maintenance program is key to maintaining reliable
and safe electrical service.

“We try to meet a five-year cycle of trimming, but that
depends on weather and rainfall totals,” Treadwell said.
“Of course in rainy years the trees grow more, which can
create problem areas, but overall it is a commitment to
systemwide reliability that takes a constant effort.”

Sometimes, of course, there is a conflict between the
need for proper spacing between power lines and trees,
and a property owner’s wishes.

“We try very hard to work with members and accom-
modate where we can along the rights-of-way,” Treadwell
said. “Our crews do a great job of taking care of the trees
as best they can while also getting where we need to be
for reliability, which is generally 15
feet on each side and at least 12 feet

Tree Planting Guide
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20
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ZONE

below the power lines. We also try
to take care of the trees and cut in
away that will do the least harm,
trimming back to a main branch
or trunk.”

TVEC’s contracted right-of-way
crews also mulch and remove all
small brush and debris and will leave
firewood-size logs for members.

“If a tree falls on a line and line-
men have to remove it or other
situations where we have to clear a
small area, they aren’t equipped for
clearing that, but as a whole, our
goal is to leave everything looking
as nice as possible,” Treadwell said.

Whether in the rights-of-way or
near a service line to a home, tree
branches near power lines pose a

10 )
0 ;

10' 20' : 30 40'; 50' 60";
E Small Tree E Medium Tree E
. Zone: Trees - Zone: Trees .
: less than 25° | 25°-40" in .
National Rural Electric 3 tall/spread | height/spread |
%““?f_._'ﬂ.,.;‘-.”f.'ﬂ;. ' at least 25’ | at least 40'  ©
E from lines. E from lines. E

very real hazard, so much so that
Texas’ Health and Safety Code for-
bids trimming those branches by
anyone not trained for the task.

“If there is any question, we
would rather members call us and
let us come look at it before start-
ing to cut,” Treadwell said. “We
will do what we can to help because

70'
Large Tree
Zone: Plant
trees larger than
40" in height/
spread at least
60" from lines.

Planting trees requires careful consideration of placement around power lines so that future

growth remains out of harm’s way.

tvec.net

safety of our members is our top
priority.”
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Think Qutdoor Safety This Spring

WITH WARMER TEMPERATURES COMES AN INCREASE IN OUTDOOR ACTIVITY, ESPECIALLY
for homeowners getting their yards and gardens back into shape. Think safety first
when performing spring chores—especially around electricity.

Plan ahead and don’t rush a job. Accidents are more likely when you’re in a hurry.

Wear the correct clothing and sturdy shoes when mowing or using other power
tools in the yard.

Appliances and electric power tools should not be used outdoors unless they are
equipped with a heavy-duty cord and three-pronged plug. If the grounding prong is
missing or damaged, have it repaired before you attempt to use it.

Ensure that all outdoor electrical outlets are weatherproofed with plug covers and
equipped with ground-fault circuit interrupters.

Before digging, whether it’s to plant a tree, make a new garden bed or embark on a
construction project, call 811 to find out whether electric cables or other infrastructure
are buried on your property. The call is required by Texas law, but it also might save
your life.

If an electrical fire starts at an outdoor wall outlet, pull out the plug by the cord, turn
off power at the breaker and call 911. If the fire is small, you can attempt to put it out
with a carbon dioxide-based or general purpose fire extinguisher. Never put water on
an electrical fire.

If you are not sure you can handle a job, hire a professional, especially when it
comes to electrical repairs.

Before attempting to adjust or repair a power tool, don’t merely turn it off—
unplug it.

Win $25 Just for Reading

Somewhere, hidden on Pages 18-23, is a TVEC account number.
Read closely. If the account number is yours, contact the Member
Services Department by March 29 to receive a $25 credit on

your electric bill. Don’t miss out—you could be a winner.
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TRINITY VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ?QT

Operating in Anderson, Dallas, Henderson,
Hunt, Kaufman and Van Zandt counties

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Howard Tillison, Chairman, District 6
Carolyn Minor, Vice Chairwoman, District 1
Jo Ann Hanstrom, Secretary, District 4
Jerry Priest, District 2

Paul Weatherford, District 3

Edward Reeve, District 5

David Lang, District 7

GENERAL MANAGER/CEO
Jeff Lane

Kaufman District Headquarters
1800 E. Highway 243, Kaufman

Athens District Office
909 W. Larkin St., Athens

Cedar Creek District Office
1012 W. Main St., Ste. 102
Gun Barrel City

Wills Point District Office
582 N. Fourth St., Wills Point

Lobby Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:15 a.m.-4:45 p.m.

Contact Us

For information during office hours
and outages after hours

CALL US
(972) 932-2214 Iocal or
1-800-766-9576 toll-free

24-HOUR AUTOMATED
ASSISTANCE

1-800-720-3584

24-HOUR OUTAGE REPORTING
1-800-967-9324

FIND US ON THE WEB AT
tvec.net

tvec.net



TVEC Charitable Foundation

VEG

Charitable Foundation

Member Donations
Making a Difference

THE TVEC CHARITABLE FOUNDATION recently awarded three grants totaling $4,500. Recipients of the grants include:

Henderson County Master Gardeners
$1,000

Henderson County Master Gardeners work to
make the county a more beautiful place and equip
residents with gardening skills through
conferences and demonstrations.

The Wills Point ISD Education Foundation
supports education by funding enrichment
programs and opportunities that would not

otherwise be funded by the district.

Wills Point ISD Education Foundation
$2,500

Texas Best Choices Animal Rescue is a no-kill
shelter providing services to assist with
abandoned, stray or surrendered animals. They
partner with SPCA to transport animals to other
_ areas with higher adoption potential.

i o e Texas Best Choices Animal Rescue
= 1-. [ oy e $1,000

Founded in 2013, the TVEC Charitable Foundation is an independent, nonprofit organization. The foundation was created to serve the
community and help improve the quality of life for residents in our service area. The foundation is funded entirely by donations from
TVEC members who participate in Operation Round Up. For more information, please call 1-800-766-9576 or visit tvec.net.

tvec.net March 2019 TVEC Texas Co-op Power 23



Gather Your

The Best Method for Preserving Your Harvest
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Chicago Doctor Shakes Up Hearing Aid Industry

ADVANCED HEARING AID
TECHNOLOGY... For Less Than $200!

Chicago — A local board-certified physician
has done it once again with his newest invention
of a medical-grade, affordable hearing aid.

This new hearing aid is packed with all the
features of traditional hearing aids found at
clinics for a mere fraction of the cost. Now
most people with hearing loss are able to enjoy
crystal clear, natural sound — in a crowd, on
the phone, in the wind — without suffering
through “whistling” and annoying
background noise.

FDA-Registered MDHearingAid®
Outperforms
Expensive Competitors

This sleek, fully programmed, light-weight,
hearing aid is the outgrowth of the technology
revolution that is changing our world. While
demand for new technology caused most prices
to plunge (consider DVD players and computers,
which originally sold for thousands of dollars
and today can be purchased for less), the cost
of a medical-grade hearing aid remains
out of reach.

The doctor knew that many of his patients
would benefit but couldn’t afford the expense
for these new hearing aids. Generally they are
not covered by Medicare and most private

A5
Nearly
Invisible!

SAME FEATURES AS
EXPENSIVE COMPETITORS

v/ Behind-the-ear for a
nearly invisible profile

v/ Accommodates Mild,
Moderate, and
Moderately-Severe
hearing loss

v~ Amplifies the critical
frequencies of the
human voice, without
amplifying background
sounds

v/ Multiple sized ear domes
allow for the perfect size

/ 2-Programs for
customized hearing.
Decrease background
noise and choose the
best program for your
hearing loss.

health insurance plans.

Compare MDHearingAid to High-Priced Store-Front Clinics

The doctor evaluated the high priced
hearing aids on the market, broke them
down to their base components, and
then created his own affordable version,
called the MDHearingAid, for less
than $200.

Affordable Hearing Aid
Technology

Using advanced technology, the
MDHearingAid adjusts to your listening
environment — prioritizing speech and
de-emphasizing background noise.
Experience all of the sounds you’ve been
missing at a price you can afford. This
doctor designed and approved hearing aid
comes with a full year’s supply of long-
life batteries. It delivers crisp, clear sound
all day long and the soft flexible ear
domes are so comfortable you won’t
realize you’re wearing them.

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or
Prevent Alzheimer’s & Dementia?

A study by the National Institute on
Aging suggests older individuals with
hearing loss are significantly more likely to
develop Alzheimer’s and dementia over time
than those who retain their hearing. They
suggest that an intervention — such as a
hearing aid — could delay or prevent this
by improving hearing!

Try It Yourself at Home
45-Day Risk-Free Trial

Of course, hearing is believing and we
invite you to try it for yourself with our
RISK-FREE 45-day home trial. If you are
not completely satisfied, simply return it
within that time period for a full refund of
your purchase price.

FEATURES MDHearingAid® > | Hearing Aid Clinic

FDA-Registered Hearing Aid Yes Yes

Feedback Cancellation Yes Yes

Speech Enhancement Noise Reduction Yes Yes

Appointments Needed None 3-4

Phone Support and 24-7 Email Support Yes NO

45-Day Risk Free Trial Yes Rarely

100% Money Back Guarantee Yes Rarely

1-Year Supply of FREE Batteries Yes Rarely

Time to Receive Your Hearing Aids Just 1-5 DAYS | 3-5 WEEKS . . 40
Hearing Aid Price Under $200 $2,250+ MDHearin d Aid® >

For the Lowest Price Plus
FREE Shipping Call Today!

100% ~
e 0
- —-r
45-DAY Proudly assembled | BBB
RISK-FREE TRIAL in America!

Buyers Agree, “MDHearingAid is the Best Digital Value!”

“I am hearing things | didn’t know | was missing.
Really amazing. I'm wearing them all the time.”
— Linda I., Indiana

“Almost work too well. | am a teacher and hearing
much better now.” — Lillian B., California

“I would definitely recommend them to my
patients with hearing loss.”
— Amy S., Audiologist, Indiana

Call:1-800-729- 3105 or Visit: www.GetMDHearingAid200.com

Use Offer Code JH45 to Get FREE Shipping and FREE Batteries for a Full Year!
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LACE

BUY - -SELL TRADE-ACROSS TOWN-ACROSS TEXAS

Steel Mobile Home Roofing
Leaks?High'energy bill> Roof rumble?

Contact us at 800.633.8969
or roofover.com

PERMA-ROOF.
/" Southem{Builders

GOLDEN CRESCENT
' H ' A

361-973-9775

Patios * Carports * Garages
Shops * Barns * Hay Sheds
Barndominiums
Steel Frame Homes

TEXAS MEDICAL PLANS
Independent, Authorized Agent for

L] BlueCross BlueShield
VAV of Texas

“WE BOTCHA COVERED" An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
SHOPS - BARNS - CABINS - WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT COVERAGE

830-730-0515 1-888-888-6698

B&70 IH 35 N NMEW BRAUNFELS, TX
BR%
SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR
« 12" to 6" diameter trees and brush

« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.
(512) 263-6830 » www.brushshark.com

OWN LAND?

Lease pasture wanted for cattle

. e
BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums Will trade/do improvements.

SHOPS STAR'"NG AT $10 300 Manage hunters. Have references.

rice includes all labor dmt ials with 4" steel re 4
107 10 heavy duty roll u u o3 oot ool ntry door

ith moistur
ctric stub * (Dnmayb s )

254-681-1498  Bart.Koerth@gmail.com
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®

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

25 Year Warranty e Easy Bolt-Together Design
Engineered Stamp Blueprints

Farm e Industrial e Commercial
940-304-8068
RHINO'BUILDERS/TX INFO@RHINOBLDG.COM

WD METAL BUILDINGS

Turn-Key Solutions

¢ 5" Reinforced Concrete Slabs
¢ All Welded Metal Buildings

¢ Experienced Erection Crews
* Heavy Duty Overhead Doors

Instant Prices at WDMB.com

e low) @zﬁ? Pale Barns;

Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites

Call Ron: 512-367-0428

GET RESULTS! ADVERTISE IN THE

MARKETPLACE

ELAINE SPROULL (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

TexasCoopPower.com



DAVID VOGIN

A Hero in Any Language

Mexican immigrant Marcelino Serna became the most decorated Texan of World War I

BY MARTHA DEERINGER

AROUND 1915, AN UNASSUMING LAD
named Marcelino Serna traveled 220
miles from his home in Chihuahua City,
Mexico, to El Paso. He was searching for
work and a better life in the United States.
Not only would he find work, but he also
would give his adopted country a gift of
uncommon valor.

Sernawas born in a mining camp April
26,1896, and he yearned for a piece of the
American dream. He found railroad work
that took him to Kansas, but two years
later, he was working in Colorado’s sugar
beet fields when federal officials arrested
him. To avoid deportation and prove he
wanted to be a U.S. citizen, Serna volun-
teered for the Army.

World War I was raging in Europe when
the U.S. entered the fray in 1917. After
three weeks of training, Serna was shipped
to England. Sent to fight in the trenches
of France, he learned through an inter-
preter that his superiors offered him a dis-
charge because his papers stated he was a
Mexican citizen. He declined.

As Serna’s unit moved toward the
Meuse River and Argonne Forest in north-
eastern France, a German machine gunner
shot down 12 soldiers. Serna, the scout for
his unit, advanced.

“I jumped up and ran about 10 yards
and then hit the dirt,” he told the EIl Paso
Times in 1962. “I kept this up until I was
on the machine gunner’s left flank. He had
hit my helmet with bullets twice during
the run. When I got close enough, I threw
four grenades into the nest. Eight Ger-

TexasCoopPower.com

mans came out with their hands up.
Another six were in the nest—dead.”

During a second scouting mission at
Meuse-Argonne, Serna captured 24 Ger-
man soldiers. He then shot a sniper at 200
yards and lobbed three grenades into a
trench. The survivors came out with their
hands up.

After months of combat in which he
didn’t get so much as a scratch, Serna was
shot in both legs by a sniper four days
before the armistice. He hobbled toward
his lines using his rifle as a crutch. He
spent several months in an Army hospital
in France where Gen. John J. Pershing,
commander of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces, pinned a Distinguished
Service Cross on him.

Serna’s uniform eventually bore two
French Croix de Guerre with bronze palm
medals, an Italian Croce al Merito di
Guerra, a French Médaille Militaire,
French Commemorative Medal, World
War I Victory Medal with five stars,
Victory Medal with three campaign bars,

Texas History

St. Mihiel Medal, Verdun Medal and two
Purple Hearts, which made him the most
highly decorated World War I soldier in
Texas.

“Marcelino Serna is remarkable for the
many combat decorations he received, and
for the one he did not receive—the Medal
of Honor,” says Andrés Tijerina, professor
of history at Austin Community College.
Serna did not speak French when he
received the Croix de Guerre, Tijerina
says, nor did he speak Italian when he
received the Croce al Merito. Yet U.S. Army
superiors told him he was not eligible for
the American Medal of Honor due to his
limited English.

After the war, Serna settled in El Paso,
where he and his wife raised six children.
In 1924, he became a citizen and partici-
pated in Veterans Day parades until his
death in 1992 at the age of 95. In 2017, the
Tornillo Port of Entry in El Paso was
renamed the Marcelino Serna POE.

Martha Deeringer, a member of Heart of Texas
EC, lives near McGregor.
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It’s not a Wheelchair...

It’s not a Power Chair...

More and more Americans are reaching the age where
mobility is an everyday concern. Whether from an injury
or from the aches and pains that come from getting
older— getting around isn’t as easy as it used to be. You
may have tried a power chair or a scooter. The Zinger
is NOT a power chair or a scooter! The Zinger is quick
and nimble, yet it is not prone to tipping like many
scooters. Best of all, it weighs only 47.2 pounds and folds
and unfolds with ease. You can take it almost anywhere,
providing you with independence and freedom.

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted
in a mobility device that’s truly unique. They created a
battery that provides powerful energy at a fraction of
the weight of most batteries. The Zinger features two
steering levers, one on either side of the seat. The user
pushes both levers down to go forward, pulls them both
up to brake, and pushes one while pulling the other
to turn to either side. This enables great mobility, the
ability to turn on a dime and to pull right up to tables
or desks. The controls are right on the steering lever

Introducing
the future of personal

tmnsportation.

The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

It's a Zinger Chair!

so it’s simple to operate and its exclusive footrest
swings out of the way when you stand up or sit down.
With its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame,

the Zinger is sturdy and durable yet convenient and
comfortable! What's more, it easily folds up for storage
in a car seat or trunk— you can even gate-check it at
the airport like a stroller. Think about it, you can take
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you don’t have to

let mobility issues rule your life. It folds in seconds
without tools and is safe and reliable. It holds up to
265 pounds, and it goes up to 6 mph and operates for
up to 8 hours on a single charge.

Why spend another day letting mobility issues
hamper your independence and quality of life?
Zinger Chair®
Call now and receive a utility basket
absolutely FREE with your order.

1-888-831-4016

Please mention code 110643 when ordering.

Just think of the places you can go: ® Shopping ® Air Travel ® Bus Tours

® Restaurants— ride right up to the table! ® Around town or just around your house

Zinger is not a wheelchair or medical device and is not covered by Medicare or Medicaid.
© 2019 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.
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video online
to watch Paula
make this
recipe.

ASYA NURULLINA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Winner, Winner,
Chicken Dinner!

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE REDUX IS
chicken cacciatore, a classic Italian-
American dish that appeared in the
magazine in August 1949. “Did you
ever stop to wonder whether that
old Sunday standby—roast chicken—
is boring your family to death?” the
recipe’s introduction inquires. I
never tire of roast chicken, but I love
this classic preparation in which
chicken is first browned and then
finished in a fragrant tomato sauce.
To suit contemporary tastes, I pan-
fry the chicken in olive oil (instead
of shortening) and use thighs or
drumsticks instead of the whole bird
because it’s easier. Adding more veg-
etables and introducing white wine
and fresh herbs creates an aromatic
braising liquid for the chicken.
PAULA DISBROWE, FOOD EDITOR

Chicken Cacciatore

8 chicken thighs or drumsticks

Salt and pepper

2 tablespoons olive oil

3 celery stalks, diced

2 carrots, peeled and sliced

1 medium onion, sliced

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 tablespoon tomato paste

Y% cup dry white wine
large can (28 ounces) crushed
tomatoes

2  cups chicken stock

4  sprigs fresh thyme

2 bay leaves, fresh or dried

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. Season the chicken with salt and
pepper. Heat a Dutch oven over
medium-high heat and add the olive
oil. When the oil is hot and shimmer-
ing, add the chicken pieces and cook,
turning once, until well-browned on
each side. Transfer the chicken
pieces to a plate.
3. Add the celery, carrots, onion
and garlic to the Dutch oven and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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Retro Recipes

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE CONTEST WINNER

ABBIE ARGERSINGER | BLUEBONNET EC

This recipe is a reminder that sometimes the most straightforward prepara-
tions yield the most satisfying results. “This dish is deceptively simple but so
delicious,” Argersinger writes. The key, she says, is using a pan small enough

that the thighs fit snugly, so the chicken cooks in the rendered fat and juices while the skin crisps up.

Sort-of-Confit

Chicken Thighs

2 sweet onions, chopped
tablespoons olive oil

bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs
lemons

teaspoons kosher salt

teaspoons freshly ground pepper

N NN OON

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

2. Combine the onion and olive oil in a
9-by-13-inch baking dish, toss to com-
bine and spread evenly over the bottom.
Lay the thighs in the dish, skin side up,
then use a zester to grate lemon zest
over them. Squeeze the lemon over the

chicken, then sprinkle with salt and
pepper, using your fingers to evenly
distribute seasonings.

3. Place the pan in the oven. After
10-15 minutes, when you see the juices
begin to release from the thighs, start
basting them every 10 minutes or so.
Continue basting periodically until the
onions are soft and the chicken skin is
browned and crispy, about 50-60 min-
utes, allowing the thighs to crisp in the
oven for at least 5 more minutes after
the last basting. Let the dish rest for a
few minutes, then serve over rice or
pasta, spooning the onions and juices
over each portion. » Serves 4-6.

IF YOUR RECIPE IS FEATURED,
YOU’LL WIN A TCP APRON!

$100 Recipe Contest

August’s recipe contest topic is Here’s
the Beef. We're looking for inspired
recipes, including burgers, fajitas and
tenderloin, from beef-loving Texans.
The deadline is March 10.

ENTER ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL
to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to
(512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and phone

number, plus your co-op and the name of the contest
you are entering.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

cook until the vegetables are browned
and begin to caramelize, about 6-7
minutes, stirring once halfway through.
Add the tomato paste and cook 1-2
minutes more. Add the wine and stir to
scrape up the browned bits on the pot
bottom. Add the tomatoes, chicken
stock, thyme and bay leaves, and bring
the liquid to a simmer. Return the
chicken to the pot, cover, and bake until
the chicken begins to pull away from
the bone, 45-60 minutes. To serve,
remove the thyme sprigs and bay
leaves. Serve the chicken and sauce
over steamed rice, pasta or polenta,

as desired. » Serves 4.

COOK’S TIP If you like a spicy sauce, add
crushed red pepper flakes or a pinch of cayenne
when you add the tomato paste.

Herbed Cream Chicken

MARIAN EVONIUK | PEDERNALES EC

What’s not to love about spiced chicken that’s
browned and roasted until tender, then topped
with a cream sauce flavored with fresh dill,
parsley and thyme? Feel free to swap your
favorite herbs into the mix—oregano, marjoram
or rosemary would also be delicious.

CHICKEN

Y% cup flour

1% tablespoons salt

s teaspoon pepper

1 teaspoon garlic powder

1 teaspoon onion powder

%2 teaspoon smoked paprika

3-4 pounds chicken legs and thighs
(see Cook’s Tip)

2 tablespoons vegetable oil, lard or

shortening

Ya  cup coarsely chopped yellow or
white onion

HERBED CREAM SAUCE

1 tablespoon unsalted butter

Y2 cup coarsely chopped yellow or
white onion

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh
parsley

1% teaspoons finely chopped fresh thyme
leaves

1 cup heavy whipping cream

%  teaspoon salt

TexasCoopPower.com

BACKGROUND: MS.MOLOKO | DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB. ARGERSINGER: COURTESY ABBIE ARGERSINGER. CHICKEN DISH: SEA WAVE | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. CHICKEN ICON: FARAH SADIKHOVA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM



1. CHICKEN: Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. In a9-inch pie dish or medium mixing
bowl, combine the flour, salt, pepper,
garlic powder, onion powder and pap-
rika. Coat the chicken legs and thighs

in the seasoned flour and set aside.

3. Heat the oil in a large, nonstick frying
pan over medium-high heat and

add the chicken. Fry until just golden
brown, about 3-5 minutes per side,
reducing heat to medium if necessary to
prevent scorching. Transfer the chicken
to a large roaster or baking pan with a
tight-fitting lid, reserving the drippings
in the pan. Sprinkle the chicken with
the onion, cover, and roast in oven until
the chicken is cooked through, about

1 hour and 15 minutes.

4, HERBED CREAM SAUCE: While the
chicken is roasting, prepare the sauce.
Using the same frying pan, add the butter
to the pan drippings and melt over
medium heat. Add the onion, cover and
cook until tender, stirring occasionally,
about 10 minutes. Stir in the dill, parsley
and thyme and cook an additional 30 sec-

onds. Add the whipping cream and salt
and cook uncovered over medium-high
heat, stirring occasionally, until

mixture boils and becomes slightly thick-
ened, about 2-3 minutes. Set aside. When
chicken is done, remove from oven and
drain juices (you can save it for future
gravies or dressings). Pour the sauce over
the chicken, cover and return to oven.
Reduce heat to 325 degrees and cook an
additional 15-20 minutes, until cream
mixture is thick and bubbly. Remove from
oven and serve over pasta, potatoes, rice
or cooked cauliflower. » Serves 4-6.

COOK’S TIP Feel free to substitute chicken
breasts for legs and thighs. To do this, reduce
roasting time to 30 minutes before adding the
herbed cream sauce and cook an additional
15-20 minutes until sauce is thick and bubbly.

WEB EXTRAS

» Read these recipes on our website to see
the original Chicken Cacciatore recipe from
August 1949 and find a recipe for Indian
Cilantro Chicken.

Words for Better Birds

Season all cuts of chicken with salt and
pepper (and if you'd like, a drizzle of olive
oil) and let them marinate at room tem-
perature for 30 minutes before cooking.

When using ground poultry: A mix that
includes thigh meat, with its higher fat
content, will have the richest flavor.

Whether you’re grilling, searing or roast-
ing, allow chicken to rest 10 minutes after
cooking to let the juices to settle.

We’re often told chicken is “done” when
the juices run clear, but the best and
safest indicator of doneness is a tempera-
ture of 165 degrees. Digital, instant-read
thermometers yield the quickest, most
accurate results. —PD

SCHLITTERBAHN

WIN
SEASON
PASSES FOR *
A FAMILY
OF 5

GET DETAILS AND ENTER ONLINE AT

TexasCoopPower.com/contests

Check out schlitterbahn.com for more about Schlitterbahn.

TexasCoopPower.com
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WATERPARKS & RESORTS

SCHLITTERBAHN WATERPARKS AND RESORTS

i/:DRchipper.-co-

DR® CHIPPER
SHREDDERS

o Chip big branches up to 5" in diameter.
o Shred yard & garden waste up to 1.5" thick.

o Powerful engines spin massive flywheels
and shredding hammers to reduce

everything FAST. £
L )
Yard & '
Garden
Waste

Branches

Check out the full
DR® lineup including
towable models!

19973X © 2019

FREE SHIPPING QURV/ (o) by iy dv.v8
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Info Kit!

Rt 877-200-6650
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WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2013 SEASON

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And SAVE S$!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

i1 1 11 g
i B

i ,J . e

AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER i P .
ANYTHING © VISIT US ON THE WEBL
ON TRADE! 5 cFi- & WWW.SWIMTEXSUN:COM

IMREEXS s -800-SWIMTEX (400794639

o T T ‘

B Rsar & "’“"" 4 STAYcation at Home in 2019!

A family owned and operated Jexas Company since 1986.

THE TEXAS TRACTOR PACKAGE LEADER!

NEW MASSEY FERGUSON 1726L MASSEY FERGUSON 2706L
4WD 25HP DIESEL TRACTOR PACKAGE 4WD 60HP DIESEL TRACTOR PACKAGE

-. : i . | _.

™

-

- SALES PRICE $23,998:00-CASH OR $299.00 PER MONTH  SALES'PRICE $33,998.00 CASH-OR $429.00 PER

Packages Include:
* MF Quick Attach L-105 Front End | e Insulated Canopy Top
Loader with Skid Steer Bucket | e 16' HD Trailer with Ramps, Brakes &
* Woods 5' Rotary Cutter | Spare Tire
¢ 5' Box Blade with Scarfiers | ® No DPF Filter
* Post Hole Digger with 9" Auger | ¢ Choose Ag. or Ind. Tires
3 Point Quick Hitch

Packages Include:
¢ MF Quick Attach L-135E Front End | e Insulated Canopy Top
Loader with Skid Steer Bucket | ¢ 6' Box Blade with Scarfiers
¢ Woods 6' Rotary Cutter | * 20' HD Trailer with Ramps, Brakes &
with Slip Clutch | Spare Tire
* Post Hole Digger with 9" Auger | ¢ No DPF Filter
3 Point Quick Hitch | * Choose Ag. or Ind. Tires

FOSTERS WORK & PLAY
3601 US Hwy. 190'W
Livingston, Texas 77351

(936) 967 - 0011
MASSEY FERGUSON wiw.fostersworknplay.com
TR T T T TEXAS TOUGHEST TRACTOR! sales@fostersworknplay.com

Disclaimer: All payments listed are based on a 0.9% interest rate for 84 months with 10% of purchase price down with approved credit through Agco Finance Corp. Prices listed may not include
Sales Taxes, Freight, Set up, or Doc fees where applicable. Cash prices only apply to a cash sale or standard rate financing. All HP ratings listed are approximate Engine Horse Power Ratings.
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Focus on Texas

Trees

WITH BRANCHES SPREAD HIGH ABOVE US, trees observe the seasons of our
lives. We climb, swing and play on them as children, carve names of sweet-
hearts in them as teenagers and enjoy their quiet shade in later years.
GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS » See Focus on Texas on our website for more photos from readers.

< MIKE PRESTIGIACOMO,
Bartlett EC: Redwoods

A MARK LOWTHORP, Cherokee County EC: A canopy of
tree limbs contrasted against a blue and white sky.

¥ GARY OTT, Pedernales EC: “Bald cypress trees draped
with Spanish moss tower over the slough of Caddo
Lake State Park in East Texas.”

A SHARMAN BROWN, Fannin County EC: v BOBBY NORRIS, Pedernales EC:
Cardinals seek refuge in an icy crepe Aspens turn golden orange in
myrtle tree next to a bird feeder. Wyoming.

UPCOMING CONTESTS

JULY TRUCKS DUE MARCH 10

AUGUST FAMILY TIES DUE APRIL 10

SEPTEMBER TEXAS VACATION DUE MAY 10

All'entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op affiliation, plus the
contest topic and a brief description of your photo.

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.
MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. A stamped, self-
addressed envelope must be included if you want your entry returned (approximately six
weeks). Please do not submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We
do not accept entries via email. We regret that Texas (0-op Power cannot be responsible
for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline.
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Event Calendar

Pick of the Month
St. Paddy’s Texas Style MarCh

Lewisville March 16 7
(972) 219-3401, cityoflewisville.com La Grange [7-9] Best Little Cowboy

Lewisville celebrates St. Patrick’s Day with a g::gﬁ;:g?ol\zJg;g:’tézzi%ﬁ:-m“’
nod to Texas Independence Day. The event at '

Wayne Ferguson Plaza features Irish music Waco [7-9] Round Up, (281) 785-7372,
and dance, Texas music, beer and an outdoor tassd.org

movie. Plus, there

are activities for
kids, including
a 50-foot

zip line.

9

Bastrop Bastrop County Master
Gardeners Plant Sale, (512) 957-1443,
bastropcountymga.org

Victoria Run the Night 5K, (361) 578-8182,
theridingtherapycenter.org

Huntsville [9-10] Rusty, Chippy, Vintage,
Hippy & Garden Show, (936) 661-2545,
huntsvilleantiqueshow.com

San Antonio [9-10] Fiesta of Gems,
(830) 387-1766, swgms.org

Conroe [9, 13-16] Rising Stars & Legends

of Texas, (936) 828-688],
greaterconroeartsalliance.com

FIDDLER: PATRICK HERMANS | STOCK.ADOBE.COM. PLANTER: AG PHOTOGRAPHY | STOCK.ADOBE.COM. GIRL WITH HORSE: NATASNOW | STOCK.ADOBE.COM

Irving [7-10] Texas Steel Guitar Association
Jamboree, (817) 558-3481, texassteelguitar.org

March 9-10
Huntsville

Rusty, Chippy, Vin
Hippy & Garden Show

11

Hamilton Spring Fling, (254) 372-4572

12

Nederland [12-17] Heritage Festival,
(409) 724-2269, nederlandhf.org

15

Granbury [15-16] Junkin’ in the Hood
and FUMC Market, (817) 408-7687

Mobile Home Insurance

Covered with a national carrier?

Get your
Start Savingw

& call to
compare!

® Replacement Cost for
Most Homes

® 96% Claims Satisfaction

® Escrow Billing, Payment
Plans, Customer Portal
and Online Payments

www.stdins.com

800-522-0146

[ s, P STANDARD
Homeowners ‘ DI RECT
since 1961 INSURANCE AGENCY

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1 '800'359'49 TOLL-FREE

www.mattsonfinancialservices.com
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

. 5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Wacs, TX T6T10
All Over Texas

Signal Securiti

ACI,'s are {rsisred to 260
All C.D.s are subject to &
mu Hignal

WASHINGTONINTHE BRAZOS

WHERE
TEXAS

TEXAS ﬁgm%mnz 3

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
g All sizes—installation available. 7

b5 45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE {3’
Call for Free Information - (979) 820-3000

www.ellisonmarine.com ¢ Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.
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16

Burton Texas Ranger Day, (979) 251-4078,
burtonheritagesociety.org

Gonzales Master Gardeners Spring

Plant Sale, (830) 203-0311,
gonzalesmastergardeners.org

Jasper Azalea Festival, (409) 384-2762,
jaspercoc.org

Temple Bell County Agrilife Extension
Education Association Luncheon & Style
Show, (254) 933-5305

22

Hallettsville [22-24] South Texas Polka
& Sausage Fest, (361) 798-2311, kchall.com

23

Coldspring Garden Club Spring Fling,
(407) 754-5063, coldspringgardenclub.org
Weslaco Texas Onion Fest, (956) 968-2102,
weslaco.com

Brenham [23-24, 30-31, April 6-7] Spring
Bluebonnet Wine and Cheese Trail,

(979) 337-7580, texasbluebonnetwinetrail.com

26

Winnsboro Hooves and Halos Playday,
(903) 563-1449, hoovesandhalos.org

29

Llano [29-30] Wildflowers in Bloom Quilt
Show, (325) 423-5487

30

Bonham Fannin County Master Gardeners
Garden Expo, (903) 583-7453

arch 26
Winnsboro
Hooves and Ha
Playday

Burnet Lawn and Garden Show,

(254) 498-60009,
burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.org
Goliad [30-31] Goliad Massacre

and Living History Program, (361) 645-3752,
texasarmy.org

Round Mountain [30-31, April 6-7]
Bunkhouse Gallery Art Show and Sale,

(512) 517-3453, bunkhousegallery.com

April
6

Crockett Lee Ann Womack, (936) 544-4276,
pwfaa.org

Denton Opening Day for Denton
Community Market, (940) 268-4326,
dentoncommunitymarket.com

Waxahachie Waxahachie Symphony
Association Presents Pianist Sean Chen,
(210) 865-6185, waxahachiesymphony.org

Submit Your Event!

We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event online
for May by March 10, and it just might be fea-
tured in this calendar.

TERASCPPONER €33

Enter to wimaslexassmade giit
durmg our/othANnIVersary

CROCKETT FARMS
TEXAS GRAPEFRUIT

TexasCoopPower.com

L

DEST WALK-IN
B 1y BATH TUBS

Call us, don’t wait another day. Our products have been made in Texas since
2006. We customize, so why pay for something you don’t want. Get exactly what
you want at an affordable price. So stop struggling and start enjoying your bath
again. Call us for an in home no pressure presentation. What do you have to lose?

Visit our showroom at 3411 E. Hwy. 377 in Granbury.

888-825-2362 www.hesthuywalkintuhs.com
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Hit the Road

Small Wonder

Tiny Round Top in east Central Texas packs striking inspiration

BY JESSICA RIDGE

MY HUSBAND’S FAMILY GOES BACK GEN-
erations in Round Top. His great-grand-
parents, Friedrich and Katarina Kuehne,
raised six children in a white farmhouse
boughtin 1898 that stands just steps from
the town’s bustling Henkel Square and
time-capsule fire station. Despite this con-
nection, he and I had never explored the
area until arecent stay spent ferreting out
some of its less trumpeted attractions.

Though many are aware of Round Top’s
famous pies and semiannual antiques
show, some of the town’s gems hover just
under the radar. With its gently rolling
hills, array of cultural outposts and prox-
imity to three major cities, Round Top
offers a tranquil, chic respite for the sky-
scraper-weary.

Flophouze Hotel, a member of Fayette
Electric Cooperative, on Round Top’s out-
skirts, provides a stylish antidote to frazzled
urban pilgrims who make the sub-two-hour
trek from Austin, Houston or San Antonio.
Most wouldn’t consider staying overnight
in a shipping container, the lodging for the
hotel’s guests, a luxurious affair. From the
outside, after all, it looks like a metal box.

But the container’s exterior camou-
flages the thoughtful, efficient design
within. Featuring plenty of natural light,
reclaimed wood, high-design furnishings
and a portable turntable next to an eclectic
selection of vinyl and board games, the
modest square footage takes on airy,
surprising dimensions. The 8-foot-wide
“flophouzes” forgo TV (though there is
Wi-Fi for those panicky about disconnect-
ing), but windows bookending the unit
offer their own peaceful programming:
expansive views of the pasture that hosts
the containers along with roaming cows,
which seemed to register our presence
with a ruminant’s equanimity. The hotel’s
pool (also fashioned out of a shipping con-
tainer), hammocks and fire pits ringed by

38 Texas Co-op Power March 2019

Adirondack chairs—

Flophouze Hotel’s

fire pits lure perfect for moon-
guests outdoors gazing—round out
to stargaze.

the full analog recre-
ational complement.

In the town’s center, Round Top Family
Library, a Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
member, proved another example of good
things flourishing in small spaces. The
state’s smallest accredited library, its story
unfolds like a fairy tale: Founded in 1999,
it’s housed in the former Hope Lutheran
Church, built in 1925. The building was dis-
mantled and moved in seven pieces from
nearby Milam County before ultimately
being reassembled. The vestibule’s stained
glass hints at the space’s former identity.
Bookshelves are stationed where parish-
ioners would have gathered almost a cen-
tury ago—poetic placement for any bib-
liophile. “Books are special treasures,” said
Barbara Smith, library director. The cozy
yet sweeping scale of the interior makes
an elegant backdrop for the library’s trove.

Perhaps the centerpiece of local cultural
gems, Round Top Festival Institute—nestled in
the woods down a nondescript road—hosts
a jewel box of a performing arts venue,
with intricate handcarved wooden panels,
sumptuous red brocade seats and sublime

acoustics that eschew microphones. For
decades, it has provided education and
scholarships to young musicians from
around the world, and its Bybee Library
boasts a formidable collection of 40,000-plus
rare books and architectural artifacts.

The Bybee’s noncirculating collection
is open for tours and research by appoint-
ment, with free admission. Associate cura-
tor of collections Pat Johnson showed us
several highlights, including books in-
scribed by Lady Bird Johnson and J. Frank
Dobie and a pair of Italian Baroque arm-
chairs from Arturo Toscanini’s New York
residence, Villa Pauline—alongside a
photo of the famed conductor seated in
one of the chairs at home. We saw impos-
ing cast-iron doors and a transom from
Texas’ 1917 General Land Office building
and a massive brass dinner gong from a
19th-century English manor that Johnson
noted, correctly, my husband was just itch-
ing to strike. Said Johnson, a clay artist,
“I don’t come out of here without having
something inspire me.”

Texas native Jessica Ridge is a TEC communi-
cations specialist. She lives in Austin.

WEB EXTRAS » Read this story on our
P website to view a slideshow.

TexasCoopPower.com
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ONE ASSET PUTS FINANCIAL
FREEDOM IN YOUR HANDS.

American Eagle

at the incredible below-cost price of only
$131. OO each—one of the best government-issued
gold coin deals available anywhere today!

Designated as official legal tender, these gold coins
are fully backed by the U.S. government for weight,
content and purity. Now, you can convert your
money from a declining paper currency into a
tangible precious metal that is privately held outside
the banking system—directly in your control. If you
had transferred $50,000 into physical gold in 2000,
you would now have over $225,000 at today’s gold
prices. That’s an incredible profit of 375%!"

This is your opportunity to join the thousands of
Americans who are protecting their financial future
with the proven hard asset of physical gold.

CALL NOW:

1-855-426-7168

U.S.MONEY

RESERVE
America’s Gold Authority®

z’d 5

U.S. GOVERNMENT-ISSUED
AT-COST GOLD COINS
FROM THE U.S. MINT

At cost, completely free of dealer markup:

13190

PER GOLD COIN
SPECIAL GOLD ALLOTMENT PRICED EXCLUSIVELY FOR
RECIPIENTS OF THIS OFFER! BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE
ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED
BASIS ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER.

Official Gold Coin of the United States of America: $5 American Eagle

1 - Gov’t-Issued Gold Coin
5 - Gov't-Issued Gold Coins

10 - Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins

MASTERCARD e VISA e AMEX e DISCOVER e CHECK e BANK WIRE

©2019 U.S. Money Reserve. *Based on the change in gold's price from

m:] AAA 10/27/2000 ($263.80/0z.) 0 01/14/2019 ($1,292.75/02). The markets for coins
RATING ) unregulated Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not

affiliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. Past performance of

the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Prices may be more or less based on current market
conditions. Special offer is strictly limited to only one lifetime purchase of 10 below- or at-cost coins (regardless
of price paid) per household, plus shipping and insurance ($15-$35). Minimum order of 5 coins. Price not
valid for precious metals dealers. All calls recorded for quality assurance. 1/10-0z. coins enlarged to show
detail. Offer void where prohibited. Offer valid for up to 30 days or while supplies last. Coin dates our choice.



undle on TV and Internet!

2-YEARTV PRICE

99 7 Blazast

!nternet

forTV
It’s All Included! ENrirere

« No Matter Where You Live
« Now with Unlimited Data!

month
for Internet

99

Mont)
for rntern’;,

+” Includes Hopper Smart HD DVR
+ Includes HD Programming

« Includes One TV, Add More for $5

«” Includes Voice Remote s inemetcomectedopper.
« Includes 190 Channels with Locals
+ Includes FREE Premium Channels

After 3 mos. you will be billed $20/mo unless you call to cancel.

y - —— —
@ HGiv |avc| ESFin @ FOX K/l‘usl
o ore!
@iscovery ‘,NE% ©CBS ;'B'%

*$ off discount offers vary by service address. Go to godish.com/internet to verify your discount. TV
service not required for Internet.

$100) =

Visa® Prepaid Card

RANNEL

- Fully Integrated -
Just Change The Channel
And Watch!

Netflix subscription required.

1234 S5k78 9012 345k

4000

EXPIRES
Gift Card END 0L/25

Courtesy of GoDISH.com. Valid only in US. V’SA

Must mention offer code Card100.

1'866'290-71 51 godish.com/pricelock O, i%gpg%%ﬁ éS

Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm « Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time AUTHORIZED RETAILER

*Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper
$15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. All offers require credit qualification, 2-Year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Offer for new and qualifying former customers only.
Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 7/10/19. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of
$20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $69.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo
for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers
($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on program-
ming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $20/mo. for Showtime and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to
cancel. Gift and Pre-paid Cards: Courtesy of GoDISH.com for credit-qualified customers. Customers who do not qualify may be eligible for a secondary gift offer. Cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant
to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards are accepted. Cards expire 6 months from date issued.
Mail-in redemption form is required within 60 days of qualified activation to receive gift. Customer account must be current and in good standing at the time of redemption. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery
of gift. Other: Netflix streaming membership required. All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price lock are subject to change without notice. After
6 mos., if selected you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional
monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. © 2019 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved.
Internet speeds, prices, and providers vary by customer address. $39.99 price refers to 25Mbps plan. Restrictions apply. 25 Mbps internet service available nationwide, but may become temporarily
unavailable to certain addresses based on local beam capacity. Availability is subject to change without notice. Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately. Call for details.





