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LETTERS

Respect the Name A Ramble

If you are going to quote a

famous Texan, you need to get Sample

the name correct [Heck of a
Comment, Currents, August The travel issue with empha-
2018]. It is David Crocket [sic]
not Davey [sic]. Davey came

from a reporter—see the trend great [Hill Country Ramble,

here—and he hated the nick-
name. Please show the September 2018]. I have been

defender of the Alamo the to amusical performance at
respect he is due.
PAMELA BIFFLE | VIA FACEBOOK

sis on the Hill Country was

Cave Without a Name and

recommend it. Doug Baum

Recipe Testing . .. . T
| was born in Mexico, and at the and his camels participated in San Antonio’s Fiesta
time, we didn’t use the jalapefio celebrations this past year—that was a sight to behold!

chile fresh [The Secret to Salsa,
August 2018]. Try salsa cruda
with serrano chile.

VIGUE PERRY | SCHERTZ

REBECCA MASSIRER LOPEZ | CRAWFORD | HEART OF TEXAS EC

|
There are many of us who must

eat gluten free, and the number | | love playing with “mockers.” On Matters of Aid On Top of the Globe
is growing. Could you print a You whistle, and they answer As a Bolivian living in Texas, The Globe of the Great South-
couple of gluten-free, low-car- but one better. You can’t beat | was delighted to read that six west was started by Marjorie
bohydrate recipes each month, them. electric cooperatives generously Morris, a professor at Odessa
along with your other delicious CHARLES BOOHER | VIA FACEBOOK supplied electricity to three College [All the State’s a Stage,
recipes—so we don’t feel left out? underdeveloped rural villages in August 2018]. My parents were
HARRIET L. BISHOP | KYLE Lured to Luling Bolivia [Bringing Light to Bolivia, hired by her to do summer
Lolling Around Luling [August Currents, August 2018]. Shakespeare festivals there for
2018] aroused our interest, so I’'m not surprised that locals 10 years, from 1968 to 1978.
we set off to explore Luling! were appreciative. Both Texans BRETT MCCALLY DAVIS | VIA FACEBOOK
Because it was Labor Day, both and Bolivians share a mutual
the oil museum and Luling love of community. The electric- I —
Foundation were closed. We did ity will certainly bring more GET MORE TCP AT
walk through the grounds of the commerce and opportunity to TexasCoopPower.com
Zedler Mill. What hidden treas- these remote villages. Sign up for our e-newsletter for
ures! My husband and | plan on MARIA INES GRANT | FORT WORTH monthly updates, prize drawings
visiting again so we can discover | TRI-COUNTY EC and more!
more of Luling’s history.
We have lived in Victoria Very nice that our National Rural We want to hear from you!
almost eight years and have Utilities Cooperative Finance ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share
Do You Tweet? been to many places in Texas Corporation would donate EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com
| made up a whistled tune and because they were featured in $35,000 to Bolivian rural electri- MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
repeated outside for several days. | your magazine. They give us a fication. | do not begrudge the 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Sure enough, | heard a mocking- feel of the people, culture and Bolivians, just want to see what AUSti"_’ TX 78701 )
bird emulate it [The Original history of Texas. can be done to help our own. o for oty o et
Texas Songster, August 2018]. LAVINA ZEMPEL | VICTORIA Charity begins at home.
GARY LEWIS | VIA FACEBOOK VICTORIA EC JOE ANNE DAIGRE | FRIENDSWOOD n @ ’ Texas Co-op Power
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HAPPENINGS

WEB EXTRAS
» Find more
happenings

online.

Tribute to Veterans

Comanche County sent much of its population to fight in World War I1,

Garry Steele says, and the community hasn’t forgotten. That’s why, on

NOVEMBER I1, the Comanche County Museum holds its annual VETERANS

DAY LUNCHEON & TRIBUTE at the COMANCHE COMMUNITY CENTER.

“We roll out the red carpet for them,” says Steele, president of the

museum’s board of trustees and a Comanche Electric Cooperative

member. “It’s a somber but very special day.” He says 250-300 veterans

and their families typically attend the event, which is open to the public.

The co-op regularly supports the museum, which has 15 rooms of

historical exhibits and is part of the Texas Forts Trail. “History is so

important, and without the volunteers who work so diligently in these

organizations to preserve our history, it would all be lost,” says Shirley

Dukes, communications specialist at Comanche EC.

INFO » (325) 356-5115, comanchecountytxmuseum.com

6 Texas Co-op Power November 2018
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MUSICAL NOTES

AN OFFBEAT
LEGEND

Scott Joplin, called the “King
of Ragtime,” was born 150 years
ago near Linden. He grew up
in Texarkana before moving to
Missouri. Joplin’s music was
featured in the 1973 motion
picture, The Sting, which won
an Academy Award for its film
score. In 1976, Joplin was
posthumously awarded a
Pulitzer Prize for Treemonisha,
the first grand opera by an
African-American. Joplin was
born November 24, 1868.

ALMANAC

Peace at Last

November 11 marks the 100th
anniversary of the end of World
War |. The conflict, at the time
referred to as the Great War or
the European War, started in
1914. It ended at the 11th hour
on the 11th day of the 11th
month of 1918.

About 198,000 Texans served in
the armed forces during the war,
and at least 5,170 Texas men and
seven female nurses lost their lives.

Read about the extraordinary role
Texas played in launching the U.S.
into World War | on April 6, 1917,
on Page 33.

TexasCoopPower.com
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YOUTH TOUR

Wreath-Laying Honor

SINCE 1979, Texas co-ops have provided a special opportunity for teens to honor
missing service members. Every summer, when Texas sends as many as 150 students

to Washington, D.C., as part of the Government-in-Action Youth Tour, four are
chosen to participate in a wreath-laying ceremony held at the Tomb of the
Unknown Solider.

HALLIE RICHARDSON, a senior at Guthrie High School who represented South

Plains Electric Cooperative on Youth Tour, participated in the ceremony in June.

“It was a big deal for me because it was
more of a family history thing,” she says.
Several of Richardson’s family members
served in the armed forces, including her
great-grandfather, Sgt. Elma LeFevre, - VETERANS ACROSS
who lost a leg during World War II. TEXAS are remembered

at Christmas through
Wreaths Across America.

Read about the program’s
impact on Page 8.

Did you know?

Back row, from left: Hallie Richardson, South
Plains EC, and Jordan Cochran, North Plains EC.
Front row, from left: Caleb Miller, Lighthouse EC,
and Riley Carter, Jasper-Newton EC.

BY THE NUMBERS

to the Texas Commission

America Recycles Day,

tunity to considering
reducing that amount.

TexasCoopPower.com

SOCIAL STUDIES

Frisco’s Frenzy

Frisco tops the U.S. Census Bureau’s
list of fastest-growing big cities in
the nation, adding an average of 37
residents every day for a population
jump of 8.2 percent between July 1,
2016, and July 1, 2017.

CoServ, the electric cooperative that
serves Frisco, is well aware of the
dramatic surge.

“We see the effects of the growth in
every area of our organization—call
volume, connects and disconnects, con-
struction and work orders,” says Donnie
Clary, CoServ president and CEO.
“However, the growth is very evident
when you are sitting in traffic gridlock.”

That’s how much garbage
each Texan generates every
day, on average, according

on Environmental Quality.

November 15, is an oppor-

ELECTION HERSTORY

Two Texas women made history in the
November elections 100 years ago.

Women obtained the right to vote in
Texas primaries earlier in 1918, and
they strongly supported Annie Webb
Blanton, a teacher and suffragist, in
the Democratic primary in the race for
superintendent of public instruction.
She went on to win in November,
becoming the first woman elected to
statewide office in Texas.

Nellie Gray Robertson of Hood County
was elected the first female county
attorney in Texas, defeating her male
opponent by a vote of 446-2.

November 2018 Texas Co-op Power 7






WYATT MCSPADDEN

Wreaths
ACIoSS
AMerica
Drogram
rememboers
veterans
ACIrOSS
lexas at
Christmas

BY JULIA ROBINSON

ON A COLD SATURDAY last December, Desirée Gonzales awoke
at 5 a.m. and drove to the Sutton County Cemetery in Sonora.
Gongzales, along with her mother and brother, loaded dozens of
unwieldy cardboard boxes onto the back of a golf cart and
deposited them in each section of the cemetery.

Gonzales walked each row in the days before, marking on a
map each veteran’s headstone. She thought there might be 250,
but there turned out to be 322. She checked and double-checked
her list of names against the map of headstones then removed
stacks of fragrant wreaths from each box. The goal: one wreath on
each veteran’s grave. Her group of extended family and volun-
teers lovingly fluffed the branches of lush balsam and straight-
ened the bows of red ribbon. They created a pile of wreaths in
each section of the cemetery, ready for family members or caring
strangers to place on the grave of a veteran.

Gonzales spent the previous three weeks raising close to
$5,000 to cover the cost of the wreaths to be placed during the
annual Wreaths Across America ceremony. Each wreath costs

Air Force Junior ROTC ber Lui $15, and most come from
member Luis

Barron during the 2017 Wreaths Across the WorcesFer Wreath Com-

America ceremony at the Aggie Field ~ Pany in Maine, though some

of Honor in College Station. originate with othervendors.

November 2018 Texas Co-op Power 9



WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA grew out of an effort that started in
1992, when Morrill and Karen Worcester of the Worcester
Wreath Company in Harrington, Maine, had extra wreaths near
the end of their busy holiday season. The Worcesters arranged
for the extra wreaths to be transported to Arlington National
Cemetery and placed on headstones in one of the older sections
of the cemetery.

The tradition continued each year as the Arlington Wreath
Project, with the Worcesters systematically adding support-
ing organizations. Supporters included
a trucking company that hauled the
wreaths from Maine to Virginia, as well
as local American Legion and Veterans
of Foreign Wars groups that helped
place the wreaths.

In 2005, a photo of snowbound
wreaths at Arlington went viral, and
requests to honor veterans in other state
and national cemeteries poured in from
across the country. The Worcesters
formed the Wreaths Across America
nonprofit in 2007 to help coordinate events and raise funds
for the wreaths. Their mission: “Remember, Honor and Teach.”

By 2008, there were ceremonies in every state and 25 ceme-
teries overseas. In 2017, 1.6 million wreaths were laid at 1,433
cemeteries and memorial sites. Nearly 80,000 volunteers laid
245,000 wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery alone.

In Texas last year, 165,000 wreaths were placed on graves
at 86 locations.

WEB EXTRAS

» Read this story
on our website to
see a map of the
86 Texas sites with
Wreaths Across
America ceremonies
in 2017.

Clockwise from top: Wreaths Across America local organizer Desirée
Gonzales prepares wreaths for the ceremony at Sutton County Ceme-
tery in Sonora. Morgan Mathews remembers her best friend from high
school, Shane Folmar, a Marine killed three weeks into his first deploy-
ment in Iraq in 2004. DuWayne Castro, left, and Mark Chavez salute a
veteran’s grave. From left, Hayes, Luke and Cooper Hopkins help
deliver wreaths in Sonora.

10 Texas Co-op Power November 2018 TexasCoopPower.com
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ELLEN FULLER OF BRYAN first encountered Wreaths Across Amer-
ica after her father, Navy Capt. Raymond O’Neil, was laid to rest
at Arlington National Cemetery in 2011. “During that first year
after aloss, it’s an emotional time—a year of firsts without your
loved one,” Fuller explains. “I heard about the program and said,
‘Let’s put a wreath on Dad’s grave!” Then I wondered, “Who are
these kind strangers?’ They were the WAA.”

Fuller started working for the organization in 2015 and
last year helped coordinate
ceremonies in the participating
cemeteries in Texas. “To be able
to pay it forward as a wreath-
sister is why I do what I do,”
says Fuller, a customer of Bryan
Texas Utilities. “My wreath fam-

The Aggie Field of Honor was
one of 86 locations in Texas to
participate in Wreaths Across
America in 2017. A Bryan High
School Air Force Junior ROTC
cadet salutes at a veteran’s
grave, above left.

12 Texas Co-op Power November 2018

ily is the kindest people I know. Those kind strangers are now
my family.”

Fuller invited Debra Coffey into the wreath family last year.
Coffey’s father, Air Force Capt. Robert Russell “Bear” Barnett,
was shot down during a secret combat mission over Laos in
1966, when she was 9. He was declared killed in action, but his
remains were not recovered. Coffey attended a memorial serv-
ice with her family at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio but
never felt closure. She always hoped there had been some mis-
take and he was still alive somewhere. “I waited for so many
years for him to show up to my classroom door,” Coffey says. As
she grew older, she accepted his death, even though his remains
hadn’t been returned. “I never thought I would still be alive and
able to bring him home to Texas.”

But that changed when Barnett’s remains were identified

TexasCoopPower.com
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PHOTOS THIS PAGE: TOP, WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA. BOTTOM, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

N 201/ 16 million
wreatns were
aid at 1435
cemeteries anc
memorial sites.

TexasCoopPower.com

and repatriated in 2017. Cof-
fey attended a funeral serv-
ice with full military honors
at Texas State Cemetery in
Austin. Her father was laid to
rest near the Vietham Mem-
orial.

After hearing Coffey’s story

Clockwise from top: The viral
photo from 2005 showing
Arlington National Cemetery in
Washington, D.C. The opening
ceremony at Arlington in 2017.
Naval officers place and salute a
wreath at lvy Green Cemetery in
Bremerton, Washington.

from Texas State Cemetery staff, Fuller contacted her and
invited her to the 2017 WAA event in Austin. “I hadn’t spent
Christmas with my father since I was 9 years old,” says Coffey, a
member of Pedernales Electric Cooperative.

Groups across the nation began their ceremonies simultane-
ously at noon Eastern time December 16 with the national
anthem. In Austin, Gov. Greg Abbott gave remarks before a

November 2018 'Texas Co-op Power 13



13-fold flag ceremony and a 21-gun salute. Coffey presented the
ceremonial wreath for the Air Force in remembrance of her father.

In Sonora, Boy Scout Troop 19 raised the American flag, and
local veterans stepped forward to dedicate a wreath to each
branch of the armed forces. With a wordless salute, the veterans
took their places behind the wreaths for a moment of silence
and remembrance.

A cold rain began to fall as a high school trumpeter played
taps, then the 100 or so attendees fanned out across the ceme-
tery, saying the name of their veteran aloud as they placed the
wreath on the headstone.

Morgan Mathews of Sonora walked with her husband and two
young sons to the very back of the cemetery, where her best friend
from high school is buried. Marine Sgt. Shane Folmar was 21 when
he was killed three weeks into his first tour in Iraq in 2004.

Mathews placed a wreath on Folmar’s grave and took a photo
with other classmates and friends. “You think you're never going
to forget them, and then sometimes you wake up and realize you
haven’t thought about them at all,” she says. “He gave his all for us.
This is a little something we can do for him.”

After lingering a few moments with Folmar’s memory,
Mathews walked through the rest of the cemetery with Gonza-
les and the volunteers. For veterans with no family in atten-
dance, WAA volunteers read the veterans’ names aloud and
placed wreaths at their graves.

DuWayne Castro, chief deputy with the Sutton County Sher-
iff’s Department, and Mark Chavez, a member of the Sonora
High School class of 2018 who left for Marine Corps boot camp
in June, offered a matching
salute as they finished laying
each wreath. They followed
the map of headstones until
the last wreath was placed.
The cold rain continued.

Coffey laid a wreath for

At Texas State Cemetery in Austin,
Gov. Greg Abbott with family and
Scouts at Medal of Honor recipi-
ents’ graves, below. A family friend
places a wreath at the grave of
Chris Kyle, highly decorated Navy
SEAL and sniper, right.

14 Texas Co-op Power November 2018

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA IN 2018

Wreaths Across America takes donations each year to
support its annual wreath-laying program. The 2018
event is scheduled for December 15. For $15, you can
sponsor a wreath, either in honor of a living veteran or

in remembrance of a deceased veteran. There are 111,000
active duty and 53,000 reserve service members in Texas
and more than 1.5 million veterans living in Texas. Visit
wreathsacrossamerica.org by December 3 to participate.

If you would like to arrange a WAA ceremony at a ceme-
tery in which a loved one is buried, Ellen Fuller, WAA
volunteer co-chair in Texas, can help. “I know how much
it means to surviving families and to the next generation
to have veterans remembered,” she says. Contact Fuller
at (757) 478-4747 or texaswaa@gmail.com.

her father in Austin, finally home after more than 50 years.
“The beauty of those wreaths with the simple green branches
and red ribbons against the white of the headstones is so sym-
bolic of hope, of lives lost and the sacrifice of so many lives to
preserve the freedom we have,” she says.

“It means so much to myself and my family that the WAA
remembers our loved one at Christmastime. It had been so
many Christmases gone,” Coffey says. “Just seeing those volun-
teers spread out and put those wreaths on headstones—it’s riv-
eting. At the end of the ceremony, we didn’t want to leave. We
looked at it for hours.”

See more of Julia Robinson’s work at juliarobinsonphoto.com.
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ONE ASSET SOARS ABOVE
ALL OTHERS.
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U.S  GOVERNMENT-ISSUED
AT-COST GOLD COINS
FROM THE U.S. MINT

One of America’ largest gold distributors
today announces special, rock-bottom
pricing on official U.S. government-issued
gold coins from the United States Mint. For
one month or while supplies last, U.S. Money
Reserve is offering you the opportunity to
purchase Gold American Eagle Coins at

the incredible at-cost price of only $126.00
each—one of the best government-issued
gold coin deals available anywhere today.

Designated as official U.S. legal tender,

these gold coins are fully backed by the U.S.
government for their gold weight, content
and purity. Congressionally authorized gold
coins provide American citizens with a way
to convert their money from a declining
paper currency into a tangible precious metal.
Even gold’s recent 10-year performance has
surpassed major stock indexes.

If you have been waiting to enter the gold
market, this is your opportunity to join the
thousands of Americans who are protecting
their wealth with physical gold.

CALL NOW:

1-855-426-7168

Vault No: TX30

U.S.MONEY

R ESERVE
America’s Gold Authority®

e

1/10-ounce Gold "+
American Eagle ' &

Official Gold Coin of the United States of America: $5 American Eagle

GET IN ON ONE OF THE BEST
GOLD OFFERS AVAILABLE.

At cost, completely free of dealer markup:

126%

SPECIAL GOLD ALLOTMENT EXCLUSIVELY FOR RECIPIENTS
OF THIS OFFER! BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS
WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER.

1 - Gov’t-Issued Gold Coin
5 - Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins $ 630.00

10 - Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins $ 1,260.00
MASTERCARD e VISA ® AMEX  DISCOVER ¢ CHECK  BANK WIRE

©2018 U.S. Money Reserve. The markets for coins are unregulated.
’ Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks, The company is not
- + affiliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. Past
BBB Berformance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance.
rices may be more or less based on current market conditions. Special
offer is strictly limited to only one lifetime purchase of 10 below- or at-cost coins (regardless of price
paid) per household, plus shipping and insurance ($15-$35). Price not valid for precious metals
dealers. All calls recorded for quality assurance. 1/10-0z. coins enlarged to show detail. Offer
void where prohibited. Offer valid for up to 30 days or while supplies last. Coin dates our choice.

$ 126.00
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Gl GUIDE

Special Gifts for
Special People

Personalized livestock brands,
logos and names on custom-made
metal bootjacks, leather coaster
sets, luggage tags and marble
trivets. Lasting gifts for Christmas,
birthdays and special occasions.
Call for free brochure.

1-888-301-1967

2019 Texas Classic
Fire Station Calendar

Large 20-by-15-inch calendar
with 12 watercolors of active,
classic Texas fire stations from
Texas State Artist George
Boutwell. $12.50 plus sales
tax and $3.50 shipping.
Quantity prices on website!

1-800-243-4316

www.crawjacks.com www.ghoutwell.com
Fresh “New Crop” Texas Talking Pies
Pecans

New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, bakers boxes,
specialty gift baskets, fudge,
pecan pies. Our very own
specialty roasted and salted
pecans & gifts galore!

325-356-3616
www.sorrellsfarms.com

Stop Arm Bruises and
Protect Thin Skin

Soft leather protective sleeves
contour to hands and arms.
Comfortable and very effective
at preventing injuries. Useful in
many situations, and provides
adjustable airflow. See website
for all the benefits!

651-492-4830
www.armchaps.com

Our made-from-scratch pies
are the perfect way to send
your logo, photo or message!
Five specialty flavors will
delight everyone on your list.
Ask about our cookies, too!

512-809-8004
www.TXTalkingPies.com

Diabetic Comfort
Slippers

Diabetic Comfort Slippers aren’t
just for diabetics! They offer
soothing relief for anyone with
tired or aching feet. Please visit
DreamProducts.com for unique
items at affordable prices!

1-800-530-2689
www.DreamProducts.com
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100% Texas Wines—
Shop Texas!

Family-owned Spirit of Texas
Winery proudly serves hand-
crafted wines made from 100%
Texas grapes. Join our wine club
and enjoy free shipping in Texas.
Go Texan member.

P‘TTLES!HKB
&

Get 20% off
your online
purchase of
$100 or more
with code
TXGIFTCO

WWW. TexasCapltolGlftShop

1%"&%%3‘@ ,* 325-455-3231 :»;;/-gxg
- _ S TE _j www.sotwines.com N
Freeze Dry at Home

With Harvest Right

Preserve food for up to 25 years
with a Harvest Right Freeze Dryer.
Freeze dry fruits, vegetables,
meats, dairy products, meals,
desserts, and more!

1-800-700-5508
www.HarvestRight.com

—
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Rattlesnake Ranch
Pecans: A True Texas Gift

Treat your family and friends
to the most delicious candied
pecans in Texas, including
Toasted Honey and Texas
Whiskey. Now offering made-
from-scratch Texas pecan pies.
Corporate orders welcomed!

1-888-PECANT) (732-2675)

= www.rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

Texas Red Grapefruit
and Avocados

Always a gift in good taste!
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and
other Texas products are all
hand-selected, carefully packed
and shipped to be delivered just
in time for the holidays.

1-800-580-1900
www.crockettfarms.com

cOom

Proceeds support Texas State Capitol preservation and educational programs.

TexasCoopPower.com
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ADVANCED
HEARING AID

TECHNOLOGY
For 82.2"% LSS’

“l was amazed! Sounds | hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don W., Sherman, TX
How can a hearing aid that costs
82.2% less be every bit as good as one

that sells for $3,000 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides

have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid
Technology, those cost reductions have
not been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same

kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology
incorporated into hearing aids that cost
thousands more at a small fraction

of the price.

Over 300,000 satisfied MDHearingAid
customers agree: High-quality,
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t
have to cost a fortune. The fact is,
you don’t need to spend thousands
for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid
is a medical-grade hearing aid
offering sophistication and high
performance, and works right out
of the box with no time-consuming
“adjustment” appointments. You
can contact a licensed hearing
specialist conveniently online or

by phone — even after your
purchase at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive

support. Now that you know...why pay more? Use Code JBBG

MDHearingAid® >

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

*82.2% less when comparing MDHearingAid AIR to the average price of a mid-level Proudly assembled in America! =

-

Car-l a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

A study by the National Institute on Aging
suggests older individuals with hearing loss are
significantly more likely to develop Alzheimer’s
and dementia over time than those who retain their
hearing. They suggest that an intervention — such
as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent this by
improving hearing! )
} r F. VT T Dl | TH
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no
annoying whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely satisfied
with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45  FEEWILITETIES

days for a FULL REFUND. BUY A PAIR

1-800-745-8205

www.GetMDHearingAid.com

and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
Plus FREE Shipping

hearing aid of $2,250, according to a survey recently published by the Hearing Review.




How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:
the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49!

S -7ou are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up
that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that
it’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.

You've come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed
at your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with
a perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade
shines in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone
handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that

you're ready for whatever nature throws at you.

This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs
the full length of the knife. According to
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying
“A full tang lends structural strength to the
knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one
long steel beam versus rwo.”

With our limited edition River Canyon
Bowie Knife you're getting the best in
21st-century construction with a classic look
inspired by legendary American pioneers.
What you won’t get is the trumped up price
tag. We know a thing or two about the
hunt— like how to seek out and capture an BONUS! Call today and you'l
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that ais50 receive this genuine
won’t cut into your bank account. leather sheath!

This quintessential knife can be yours to use What customers are saying
out in the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But zbout Stauer knives...

don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds. A A Ak A K

Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will
stick around for long. So call today!

“First off, the shipping

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your ijﬁl ey q'uﬂ/zty 5
eyond what I paid for the

hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you , .

don’t feel like we Zut youpa faif deal, send it back V\[:ithiny30 /emfe' Oyfm”[ Al mtzsﬁm’
days for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that customer!
once you wrap your fingers around the Réver Canyon’s handle, — D., Houston, Texas
you'll be ready to carve your own niche into the wild fronter. ——

River Canyon Bowie Knife $79*
Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: RCK333-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

@ 14101 Southcross Drive W, Ste.155, Dept. RCK333-01
tauer Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.stauer.com .g'. E

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. Rating of A+

Not shown
actual size.

e Full tang 4 ¥4 stainless steel blade, 9”” overall length ¢ Genuine horn, wood and bone handle e Polished brass guard and spacers e Includes leather sheath

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices”



Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

Give Thanks for the
Comforts of Electricity

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER/CEO JERRY BOZE

EVERY THANKSGIVING, WITH FAMILY  the convenience and comfort it provides. While it’s never
gathered around the table, we take  convenient to be without power, it does give us a moment

turns sharing what we’re thankful to reflect on just how much we rely on this invisible servant.
for. Some of these expressions of Sometimes it’s just a convenience we miss, like hot popcorn
gratitude may seem trivial, while made in three minutes in a microwave. Other times, the
others may be humorous or deeply touching. absence of electricity could be life-threatening, such as when
I always walk away from the table—slowly, after overindulging  it’s not available to power a breathing machine or other vital
—and wonder why we do that only once a year. Are we really medical equipment.
only appreciative when the calendar tells us we should be? When the power does go out, I'm grateful we have skilled
I suspect we let the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life get crews available 24/7 to fix the problem, as well as understand-
in the way of taking time to appreciate how blessed we are— ing members who patiently await repairs.

and expressing to those
responsible for those bless-
ings how much we appreci-
ate them.

Like most of you, when
asked what I'm grateful for,
T’ll say something like, “I’'m
grateful for family, friends,
a comfortable bed to sleep
in, good health and a home
to shelter my family.”

But that’s an awfully
short list for someone
who has so much. I'm for-
tunate to have a job that
Ilove—general manager
of Trinity Valley Electric
Cooperative. While some
days aren’t easy, knowing
that the work we do here at
your electric cooperative
makes our members’ lives
better is richly satisfying.

Nowhere in the busi-
ness world will you find a
more dedicated and hard-
working group of employ-

ees. Our linemen risk life and limb every single day in their Author William Arthur Ward is credited with saying, “Feel-

efforts to keep power flowing to each and every home and busi-  ing gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present

ness on our system. Other employees provide critical behind- and not giving it.”

the-scenes support to make sure everything runs smoothly. I'm going to do my best throughout the year to make sure
Working in this business, I learned quickly not to take for every gift I wrap gets delivered.

granted a constant supply of electricity and to be grateful for I wish you and your family a richly blessed Thanksgiving.
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

Lives on the Line

New safety push empowers lineworkers for individual action

The job of working with high-voltage
power lines will always come with
inherent danger. Thankfully, overall
workplace injury rates in the electrical
industry have been declining. One excep-
tion to that decline has been a slight
increase in accidents causing major inju-
ries, which are often the result of contact
with energized lines.

To raise awareness and bring the
issue to the thousands of lineworkers at
co-ops around the country, the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
created the “Commitment to Zero Con-
tacts” campaign, encouraging personal
commitment to safety where safe prac-
tices are already in place.

“This program will help us recognize
hazards and potential problems that we
could miss because we can get so accus-

tvec.net

tomed to the ordinary, simple jobs,”
said Rodney Wesley, TVEC manager of
operations. “We already have a strong
safety culture. Adding the zero-contacts
commitment is one more thing that will
ultimately benefit these guys and their
families.” 35874003

“This is more individually-targeted
and based on individual rather than cul-
tural behavior,” said Steve Estes, TVEC’s
manager of safety and loss control.
“As a national initiative, this gives us
resources to reinforce the good practices
we know and train on, and goes one step
further to empower each worker to go
one step further and consider their own
reasons to work safely.”

TVEC operations personnel gathered
in early October to participate in safety
training and learn about the Commit-

TVEC Manager of Operations Rodney Wesley
addresses lineworkers about the Commitment to
Zero Contacts program.

ment to Zero Contacts program. And
while signing onto the program may
have been an individual commitment,
the organization as a whole will see the
benefits.

“Our senior linemen have already
instilled most of these traits into their
work habits and personal behavior. They
see how it directly impacts them on a
personal level for them and their fami-
lies,” Estes said. “The younger guys may
not have that mindset yet, so it is good to
collect everyone together and reinforce
that ultimate goal, which is for everyone
to get home safe every day.”
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative
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TVEC Crew Foreman Kevin Newbill talks with a co-op member at the 2018 TVEC Annual Membership Meeting. Employees were on hand from
each department to answer questions and address member concerns.

TVEC | FLOYD CHOYCE/ERICA RAVELLA/DON JOHNSON

80 Years Strong

TVEC Annual Meeting celebrates a milestone year

The 2018 Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative Annual Membership
Meeting was a birthday party of sorts, celebrating 80 years since the
co-op’s predecessor, Kaufman County Electric Co-op, was formed and
began electrifying the rural parts of our area.

More than 700 attendees filled the Canton Civic Center to enjoy a
meal together, learn about all of the things TVEC has going on and hear
from co-op leaders.

TVEC General Manager/CEO Jerry Boze took a look back at co-op
history, noting that rural families saw a tremendous benefit in what we

Attendees had a chance to win more than 140 door prizes
at the conclusion of the meeting.

now consider everyday necessities.

“The electric cooperative story is about ordinary people in the 1930s
who banded together to improve their quality of life by bringing electric
power to their communities when no one else would,” Boze said. “The
lack of electricity made living in the country hard ... and no one suffered
more hardship than the woman of the household. Even boiling water
was work, because water had to be pumped from a well or brought from
a stream and boiled on a wood stove.”

Boze also took time to praise co-op employees and board members,
who make the TVEC mission statement—safe and reliable power at a

- nle =
« L. L. 2018 Youth Tour trip winner Madelynn Bragg of Eustace
What makes any organization successful is its people, and I am talks to members to encourage other young people to sign

proud to have the opportunity to work with employees who care deeply up for the chance to go to Washington D.C. next summer.

competitive price—a reality.
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative
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TVEC General Manager/CEO Jerry Boze talks about co-op history during his remarks at the
2018 TVEC Annual Membership Meeting October 11.

TVEC members Jess and Deloris Calhoun look at mformatnon in the
technology booth at the 2018 TVEC Annual Membership Meeting.

about the co-op and the service they
provide to you.,” he said. “And your
board of directors—this group of individ-
uals exhibit leadership, professionalism,
knowledge and a solid commitment of
always doing what is in the best interest
of co-op members.”

Boze concluded by announcing that
he would retire in January.

“It has been a privilege and an honor
to be an employee of your cooperative,
I have been blessed for 35 years to work
for such a great organization,” he said.

TVEC Chief Communications Offi-
cer/Assistant GM Jeff Lane, who will
take over General Manager/CEO duties
in January, updated meeting attendees
about the co-ops various communica-

tvec.net

jl _m tion efforts,

educational
outreach and
technology solu-
tions.

“We are
continuing to
increase our
Texas Co-op
Power magazine
content related
to local needs
and activities,
and we continue
to use our web-
site, Facebook
and social media
tools to communicate with you regard-
ing energy efficiency, electrical safety,
outage updates and other important
information” Lane said. “Just this year,
our public relations staff has conducted
presentations to more than 5,000 school
students, 270 civic organization mem-
bers and more than 600 children at
libraries and day cares.”

TVEC Chief Operating Officer
Tony Watson gave members a look
behind-the-scenes of the co-op, with
information about safety initiatives and
reliability enhancements that make a big
impact on service.

“To have a successful and meaning-
ful safety culture, you must engage and
encourage input from all employees, and

il er—

Dawson Tallant checks out a light bulb
efficiency display at the 2018 TVEC Annual
Membership Meeting.

we do that,” Watson said. “It is vital that
we promote electric safety to not only
employees, but also members and the
general public as well.”

Trees cause a large percentage of
outages, which Watson said is being
addressed by an aggressive right-of-way
maintenance program.

“We are on a 5-6 year cycle that rotates
through to clear all of the rights-of way,
and we are comfortable that our current
ROW program is working and has been
effective,” he said. “We cleared approxi-
mately 700 miles of distribution lines
last year, although about 55% of tree-
related outages come from outside the
easement.

Trey Rowe of Bolinger, Segars, Gil-
bert & Moss, LLP presented members
with the results of an audit of the co-ops
finances.

“Our audit resulted in a clean unmod-
ified opinion,” Rowe said. “The books
and records are in good order, overall
the coop appears to be in good financial
condition.”

Rowe also presented the results of
the director election for district three.
The incumbent, Paul Weatherford, was
the only candidate nominated and on
the ballot.

0f 1,991 valid ballots cast, Weather-
ford received 1,955 votes. Nine write-in
candidates received votes, including
27 for Karen Richey, two for Jennifer
Burns and one each for Greg Wyatt,
Bonny Draper, Johnny L. Culpepper,
Don Myzk, Jean Sharman Riggs, Tom
Prock and R.D. Rand.

The meeting concluded with draw-
ings for 140 door prizes, many of which
were provided by TVEC vendors.
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Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative

Maybe It's Cold Outside

A few simple tips to stave off high winter bills

WE NEVER REALLY KNOW WHAT FALL WEATHER WILL BRING, BUT YOU USUALLY CAN
count on a few sudden chilly spells that sometimes result in shockingly high electric
bills. Observe the following practices to avoid being jolted out of your cozy holiday
reverie by an unexpectedly steep bill.

Sign up for energy usage alerts by email or text to monitor daily energy use at
TVEC.NET or using the myTVEC mobile app. Let technology keep you informed
about daily energy use, or set an alert to get a warning if daily use crosses a specific
amount. If you have a wood-burning fireplace, be sure the damper is closed while the
fireplace is not in use. Keep in mind that a wood-burning fireplace is generally an
inefficient method for heating your home. According to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, fireplace drafts pull warm air up the chimney, inadvertently cool-
ing other rooms. So if you use central heat while burning wood in a fireplace, it
forces your heater to work harder to maintain a consistent temperature through-
out the house. Since it provides lovely ambiance, consider reserving fireplace use
for special occasions.

Keep drapes and blinds open during the day to allow solar heat to warm your home
all day for free. Close them at dusk to seal warmth in.

Rearrange furnishings to uncover any vents that may be blocked by sofas or rugs.
Remember that the closer you are to an exterior wall, especially one with windows,
the colder it is. Freshen up your living space with a new seating arrangement that
doubles as an energy saver by moving furniture away from the room’s perimeter.

Run ceiling fans clockwise to create an updraft that pulls cold air up and distributes
warm air in the room more evenly, preventing cold pockets from forming.

Invest in a smart thermostat for your home’s heating, ventilation and air conditioning
system to further reduce power costs easily and conveniently. Lowering your home’s
temperature 10-15 degrees for eight hours a day can shave an equivalent percentage
off your 